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Vision, Aims and Guiding Principles
Our 20 year Vision
The marine and coastal environment of the Clyde Marine Region is clean, healthy, safe, productive,
biologically diverse and accessible for all. It is managed sustainably to support productive and
thriving coastal communities and to allow nature to flourish.

Aims












Provide a framework that supports opportunities for sustainable development and attracts
investment.
Guide marine developers in early identification of localities of most and least constraint and
potential impact.
Underpin the regeneration of urban coastal areas and support the economy in rural coastal
areas.
Maintain, and where appropriate, enhance the health of the Clyde Marine Region, including
the biodiversity, landscape and seascape, by protecting and improving its natural resources.
Ensure that the Marine Protected Area network contributes to the protection and
enhancement of the Region, and identify opportunities for environmental enhancement.
Ensure that activities and development do not significantly impact Priority Marine Features.
Promote sustainable and socially inclusive development and use of marine and coastal
resources.
Encourage the reconnection of people with the sea through cultural heritage, work
opportunities, educational initiatives and recreational pursuits.
Contribute to the wellbeing and cultural diversity of coastal communities.
Contribute to Scotland’s transition to a low-carbon economy.
Ensure that decisions in the Clyde Marine Region are taken in a way that maximise
opportunities to mitigate and adapt to the consequences of climate change, thus creating
resilient local communities.
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Guiding Principles
The Plan’s objectives and policies have been developed in accordance with a set of overarching
Guiding Principles (GPs) which act as a top level filter for policy development. GP1, GP2 and GP3
represent fundamental aspects of marine planning as already set out in global agreements and EU,
UK and Scottish strategies and plans. GP4 and GP5 establish the tone of the Plan.
GP1: Sustainable Development1
Five principles form the basis for sustainable development: achieving a sustainable economy,
promoting good governance and using sound science responsibly are essential to the creation and
maintenance of a strong, healthy and just society capable of living within environmental limits. The
Clyde Marine Region can make a contribution to the United Nation’s Sustainable Development Goals
which aim to achieve a better and more sustainable future for all and include SDG14 relating to ‘Life
Below Water’. The precautionary principle2 is applied consistently in accordance with the Scottish
Government’s sustainable development policy.
GP2: Support delivery of Good Environmental Status
The Marine Strategy Regulations 2010 require the UK to take measures to achieve or maintain Good
Environmental Status (GES) of the marine environment by 2020. An initial assessment of the marine
environment was followed by development of GES targets and indicators for various aspects of the
marine environment. Whilst the assessment is done at a much wider scale than the Clyde Marine
Region, this Plan can help support delivery of GES. Further information can be found at
https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/marine/seamanagement/msfd.
GP3: Ecosystem Approach
The Ecosystem Approach is a strategy for the integrated management of land, water and living
resources that promotes conservation and sustainable use of natural resources in an equitable way.
It recognises that humans, with their cultural diversity, are an integral component of ecosystems.
The 12 principles of the Ecosystem Approach can be found at
https://www.cbd.int/ecosystem/principles.shtml. In simple terms, it means that we should
understand how nature works, take account of the benefits that nature provides to people, and
involve people in decision-making.
GP4: Adding value, not complexity
The Plan identifies factors and issues that need to be taken into account by developments and
activities in the Plan area, and spatially considered where possible. It interprets and supports the
National Marine Plan in a local context, so aims to reduce duplication, increase efficiency and enable
the most sustainable social, economic and environmental outcomes for the Clyde Marine Region.
GP5: Multiple responsible use of marine space
The Plan will support the coexistence of marine development and activities where this can be
achieved sustainably, as well as promoting responsible multiple use within and between sectors.

1

Development that meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. See
also the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/sustainable-development-goals/.
2
The precautionary principle relates to risk management whereby decision-making authorities must act cautiously to avoid serious or
irreversible damage to the environment or human health in situations where the scientific evidence is not certain. Application must be
proportionate to the level of protection required and the risk posed and should be based on a process that is transparent and accountable
to stakeholders.
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Background, development and use of the Clyde Regional Marine
Plan
Background
Demands on the use of our seas and coastline are increasing, resulting in a rise in pressures on the
marine environment. People and organisations must work effectively together to ensure the
sustainable use of marine resources.
Scotland’s National Marine Plan3 sets out
strategic policies for the sustainable
development of Scotland’s marine resources
out to 200 nautical miles. The Marine
(Scotland) Act 2010 allows for Regional Marine
Plans to be developed to take account of local
circumstances and smaller ecosystem units for
inshore waters out to 12 nautical miles.
The Clyde Regional Marine Plan, once adopted
by Ministers, will provide a statutory policy
framework to support effective decisionmaking and appropriate inward investment,
enabling delivery of the Plan’s long-term vision
and aims. The Plan interprets and supports
Scotland’s National Marine Plan in a regional
context.
This pre-consultation draft is a first version of
the Plan. Responses and comments will guide
development of a further draft Plan which will
be subject to formal consultation.

3

Scotland’s National Marine Plan 2015. http://www.gov.scot/Publications/2015/03/6517

Clyd e R eg ion a l Mar in e P lan Pr e -con su lta ti on Dr aft | 8

The Clyde Marine Planning Partnership
The Clyde Marine Planning Partnership (CMPP) was established in February 2016. There are over 20
Members covering a wide range of interests, including public authorities, nature conservation,
fisheries, aquaculture and recreation. Scottish Ministers delegated the task of developing the
Regional Marine Plan to the CMPP in March 2017.
Involvement of stakeholders is, and will continue to be, central to the development and
implementation of the final Plan. Stakeholders are varied and range from an organisation with
statutory responsibility to any organisation or individual involved in a development or an activity in
the coastal zone and marine area; they all have a role to play in delivering the vision and aims of this
Plan. Whilst Members of the CMPP have a wide range of interests, it is important to involve as many
other people and organisations in development of policy and, in particular, to engage with the public
as much as possible. Workshops and working group meetings have been carried out to inform
development of this pre-consultation Plan. People are encouraged to take a full and active part in
developing the Plan by responding to this and future consultations. Full details of the process are set
out in the Statement of Public Participation4.
For more information about the CMPP, visit http://www.clydemarineplan.scot/about-us/about-theclyde-marine-planning-partnership/.

Stages of the plan development process

Current stage of plan
development process

4

Clyde Regional Marine Plan Statement of Public Participation. http://www.clydemarineplan.scot/marine-planning/clyde-regional-marineplan/
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Clyde Marine Region Assessment
The Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 requires an assessment to be undertaken on the condition of the
Scottish Marine Region, including a summary of the significant pressures and the impact of human
activity. This stage of the process was completed in February 2018 with the publication of the Clyde
Marine Region Assessment and associated Topic Sheets, available here
http://www.clydemarineplan.scot/marine-planning/clyde-regional-marine-plan/. This provides
baseline information on the condition of the Region and identifies themes to be considered during
the development of the Clyde Regional Marine Plan. Although the assessment is complete, new
information will continue to be taken into account as it becomes available.

Approach to objectives and policies
Objectives
The Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 states that a regional marine plan must set economic, social and
marine ecosystem objectives, and objectives relating to the mitigation of, and adaptation to, climate
change. It is also useful to indicate where the objectives require land-sea interactions or sectoral
interactions. This Plan identifies which objectives relate to which theme by using the following
symbols:

Icons
Economic
Social
Marine Ecosystem
Climate Change Mitigation (preventing/reducing greenhouse gas emissions)
Climate Change Adaptation (adapting to the effects of climate change)
Land/Sea Interactions
Sectoral Interactions
Policy
The policies within this Plan are presented in two different categories:


Policy relating to authorisations and consents
This policy relates directly to decision-making by public authorities in terms of development
and/or activities which require authorisation or consent, or



Policy relating to management
This type of policy relates to general management of activities within the Region which
should be adhered to by all marine users where possible.
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Role of the Clyde Regional Marine Plan – developments and activities
This Plan is designed to guide all planners, decision-makers and regulators in the placement and
management of existing and proposed developments and activities, and all other marine users in the
management of activities.
Developments: are defined as construction that requires statutory consent from a competent
authority. This can be new development and use, maintenance activities and works, or alterations,
extensions or changes in material use that require statutory consent (see Annex 1).
Activities: these relate to public right of use, for example navigation, or a use that requires statutory
consent (see Annex 1). It also includes all legitimate use that is not specifically addressed by a public
right, for example recreational activities. It is important that activities are carried out in line with this
Clyde Regional Marine Plan, where possible, in order to support delivery of its aims and objectives.
Marine Users: are all legitimate users of the Clyde Marine Region.
The Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 requires that consenting authorities take authorisation or
enforcement decisions in accordance with this Plan (and Scotland’s National Marine Plan), once it is
adopted by Scottish Ministers. This Plan therefore provides direction to a large range of decisions
and consents made by public bodies relating to development and activities in the Clyde Marine
Region.
Marine Licensing: Certain activities require a licence from the Marine Scotland Licensing Operations
Team (MS-LOT) before they can be carried out. These activities include the deposit or removal of
substances and objects in the sea, construction works and dredging, placement of moorings, certain
discharges from vessels and navigational lighting, amongst other things.
The CMPP is a statutory consultee for pre-application consultations and marine licensing
applications. The Partnership will provide advice and comments to applicants and MS-LOT in line
with objectives and policies in this Plan once it has been adopted by Scottish Ministers.
For further information about marine licensing in Scotland, visit
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Licensing/marine.

Relationship with other plans and regulations
The Clyde Regional Marine Plan must be in accordance with Scotland’s National Marine Plan and the
UK Marine Policy Statement5.
The Plan will not replace or remove existing regulatory regimes or legislative requirements. It will
provide a consistent overarching framework to be used when reaching decisions about development
and activities in the Clyde Marine Region. The Plan will operate within the context of, and seeks
alignment with both statutory and non-statutory plans, including Local Development Plans6, River
Basin Management Plans, Flood Risk Management Plans, Inshore Fisheries Group Management
Plans, Integrated Coastal Zone Management Plans, Shoreline Management Plans and voluntary
management plans.
The Plan will indicate in relevant sections where there are links to other plans, regulations or good
practice initiatives pertinent to the Clyde Marine Region.

5
6

UK Marine Policy Statement 2010. https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-marine-policy-statement
See The Relationship between the Statutory Land Use Planning System and Marine Planning and Licensing, Circular 1/2015
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The Clyde Marine Region borders the Solway and Argyll Scottish Marine Regions and the Northern
Ireland marine area. The Solway and Argyll Scottish Marine Regions have not yet begun to develop
Regional Marine Plans. The Marine Plan for Northern Ireland is currently being finalised.

Using this Regional Marine Plan
This Plan should be read as a whole and in conjunction with the National Marine Plan. Proposed
developments and activities must comply with legislative and regulatory requirements and adhere
to all General Policies in Section 1, before considering the Sector Policies in Section 2. For further
information on legislative requirements and consenting authorities, see Annex 1. Developers are
strongly advised to consult with the relevant consenting authorities as early as possible in the
development of any marine proposal.
Maps – CRMP and
NMPi

Consult Clyde Regional Marine Plan (CRMP) maps and updated
information on National Marine Plan interactive (NMPi) to
understand areas of sensitivity or constraint, for example Marine
Protected Areas or where other development/activities are
located.

Legislative
Requirements

Understand and comply with the legislative requirements
associated with the proposed development and/or activities and
its potential impacts.

National Marine Plan

Clyde Regional
Marine Plan

Pre-application with
key stakeholders

Marine Licence
Application

Ensure proposed development and/or activities are in line with
the National Marine Plan.

Section 1:
General Policies

Ensure proposed development and/or
activities are in line with all general policies
in this Regional Marine Plan;

Section 2:
Sector Policies

then ensure proposed development and/or
activities are in line with all relevant sector
policies in this Regional Marine Plan.

Consult with other stakeholders, including the local community
where appropriate, about the proposed development and/or
activities.
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Marine and land use planning alignment
Marine Scotland, on behalf of Scottish Ministers, has the primary responsibility for marine planning,
conservation and licensing from Mean High Water Springs out to 200 nautical miles. Planning
authorities are responsible for all land use planning matters down to Mean Low Water Springs and
for marine fish farming (finfish and shellfish) out to 12 nautical miles where planning consent is
required. In the intertidal zone, between low and high water springs, land use planning authority
overlaps with Marine Scotland’s responsibilities for the marine area.

Relationship between marine and land use planning policy
Marine Planning

Land Use Planning

UK Marine Policy
Statement

National

National Planning Framework
National Marine Plan
Scottish Planning Policy

Regional

Clydeplan – Strategic
Development Plan
Clyde Regional Marine Plan
Local Development Plans
(see list below)

Many coastal zone developments and activities have links to the marine economy and potential
impacts on marine natural, historic and cultural heritage. Proposals for development and activities
across the land-sea interface, as well as aquaculture operations, often need to obtain planning
permission from land use management planning, a marine licence and other consents and licences
relating to their proposed development and operations. It is important that terrestrial and marine
planning is joined up both in strategic planning terms, but also for licensing and consents for
individual applications. This should ensure that developers receive early feedback on a proposed
development and/or activities relating to both terrestrial and marine matters. It should be noted
that, following a review of the land use planning system, a new Planning Bill is currently with the
Scottish Parliament and further secondary legislation and other guidance and support will follow.
Within the Clyde Marine Region there is a Strategic Development Planning Authority and there are
eight Local Authorities and a National Park.
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Land use planning authorities within the Clyde Marine Region

These maps are indicative only. For up-to-date mapping with interactive features, visit National Marine Plan interactive.

Marine and coastal zone development must be in line with both marine and land use planning
policy. The Clyde Marine Planning Partnership will develop a protocol with its planning authority
Members to guide decision-making in relation to this Clyde Regional Marine Plan. The Strategic
Development Plan and Local Development Plans relevant to the Clyde Marine Region can be found
at:
Clydeplan – Strategic Development Plan - covering Glasgow City, Inverclyde, Renfrewshire, South
Lanarkshire and West Dunbartonshire within the Clyde Marine Region. The Strategic Development
Plan sets out the vision and spatial planning policy strategy for key strategic land use and
development issues in the Glasgow and the Clyde Valley area. It considers cross-boundary matters
and sets the policy context for Local Development Plans.
Argyll and Bute – Local Development Plan
Glasgow City – Local Development Plan
Inverclyde – Local Development Plan
Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park – Local Development Plan
North Ayrshire – Local Development Plan
Renfrewshire – Local Development Plan
South Ayrshire – Local Development Plan
South Lanarkshire – Local Development Plan
West Dunbartonshire – Local Development Plan
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Monitoring and Review
Once the Plan is adopted, the CMPP will review the effects of the Plan and whether progress is being
made towards its objectives. A report must be published within 5 years from the date of adoption of
the Plan. Scottish Ministers will then consider and decide if the Plan needs to be amended or
replaced.

Interim Sustainability Appraisal including Strategic Environmental
Assessment
This pre-consultation draft is accompanied by an interim Sustainability Appraisal report, including
the Strategic Environmental Assessment. Comments are also sought on the report which is available
at https://www.clydemarineplan.scot/marine-planning/consultations/.

Relationship between this Regional Marine Plan (RMP) and the Sustainability
Appraisal (SA), including Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA)
Stages in SA-SEA Process

Stages in RMP Development

Key Input Points

Establishing the baseline

Development of Clyde Marine
Region Assessment

CMPP Members, SEPA, SNH,
Marine Scotland, MASTS7

Screening and scoping

Development of pre consultation draft

Screening and scoping report
considered by consultation
authorities

Review policy options in
terms of impact on SocietyEconomy-Environment

Sectoral working groups, issuebased workshops, CMPP
Members’ meetings, public
engagement.

Develop Interim SA-SEA
Report

Further review of policy
revisions for SA-SEA
requirements

Post adoption statement

10 week open consultation on
pre-consultation draft and
interim SA-SEA Report
Revision and preparation of
draft RMP

12 week public consultation on
draft RMP and SA-SEA
including active stakeholder
engagement

Ministerial approval and
adoption

Post consultation procedures
by Scottish Ministers

Publication
Monitoring effects of
implementing the RMP

7

Keeping matters under review

Marine Alliance for Science and Technology Scotland

CMPP Members’ meetings
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Strategic Map
The strategic map (see next page) presents an indicative overview of the Clyde Marine Region’s key
coastal and marine infrastructure and land use designation, natural and historic environment assets
and areas of activity. It is designed to give an overall impression of key features and illustrates the
complexity of the Region. The detailed information underpinning the strategic map is displayed in
the general and sector policy maps later in the Plan.

It is our in intention to include a strategic map here for the final Plan.
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Section 1: General Policies
The policies within this Plan are designed to guide all marine and coastal users in terms of proposed
and existing development(s) and activities. Users of this Plan must also comply with the National
Marine Plan and other relevant legislation.
The general policies within this section of the Plan provide a framework for the sustainable
development and use of the marine and coastal environment. The policies within this section can be
considered cross-cutting, as they are all potentially relevant to any proposal for development or
activity by any sector or user of the marine and coastal environment and should be adhered to in
advance of the relevant sectoral policy. The chapters are laid out in the same order as they appear in
the National Marine Plan.
Each chapter follows the same format, this includes:





A context which sets out a summary of the main information relevant to the policy area.
More information on each of the areas can be found within the Clyde Marine Region
Assessment.
Objectives and policies; objectives provide a measurable strategic aim or goal for each
policy area and policies which will deliver the objectives are set out underneath.
Maps are included at the end of the chapter. For the latest available spatial data, see
National Marine Plan interactive (NMPi). It is recommended that NMPi is used in
conjunction with this Clyde Regional Marine Plan.
Links to further information on the policy area.
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Chapter 1: Climate Change
Climate change mitigation and adaptation have
been considered throughout this Clyde
Regional Marine Plan, with relevant objectives
indicated by the following symbols:

Climate Change Mitigation
Climate Change Adaptation

Blue mussels in the intertidal zone.

Clyde Marine Region Context
Human activities, which release greenhouse gases to the atmosphere, are the major cause of the
observed average increase in global temperatures over the last century. The increase in sea
temperature in the Clyde Marine Region over the last 25 years has been between 0.4oC and 0.5oC
per decade. This warming of the oceans, combined with melting sea ice, is leading to a rise in sealevel while an increase in the concentration of atmospheric carbon dioxide also contributes to ocean
acidification. These chemical and physical changes are likely to have impacts on marine and coastal
life. They will also have impacts on coastal communities and infrastructure – see chapter 4: Coastal
Processes, Coastal Flood and Storm Damage Alleviation. It is important that development and
activities in the Clyde Marine Region contribute to a reduction in overall greenhouse gas emissions
(mitigation), and that they are resilient to current and future climate change risks and opportunities
(adaptation).Carbon sinks are natural resources that absorb and store more carbon than they
release. Carbon sinks can be found in sediment, seaweed, seagrass, saltmarsh and animals (for
example in carbon-based structures such as shells and coral). The Clyde Marine Region contains
examples of all of these carbon sinks. Many of the most important sinks occur within the Marine
Protected Area network (see chapter 5: Natural Heritage), which provides some protection.
However, it is important to avoid damage to all significant carbon sinks, including those that do not
occur within the Marine Protected Area network. Threats to carbon sinks can include the physical
disturbance of seabed sediments, habitat loss, increased turbidity affecting the photosynthetic
ability of plants and ocean acidification, which makes it harder for organisms to form carbon-based
structures (shells, maerl).
For further details on this issue, see Chapters 3.1, 3.2 and 3.4 of the Clyde Marine Region
Assessment.
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Objectives
Objective Coastal zone and marine development(s) and activities minimise
CC 1 emissions of greenhouse gases and are resilient to the impacts of
climate change.

Objective Natural carbon sinks and the associated benefits and services they
CC 2 provide are maintained and/or where possible enhanced in the Clyde
Marine Region.
MEASUREMENT: Marine licence and Town and country planning
determination processes as applicable.

Policy – Authorisations and consents
Policy CC 1

Development(s) and/or activities will be supported where the proposal
can demonstrate appropriate measures:


Policy CC 2

to mitigate the effects of climate change, including minimising, as
far as practicable, emissions of greenhouse gases, and
 to adapt to climate change over the full life-span of any
development, including any decommissioning/remediation
required, in line with Chapter 4: Coastal Processes, Coastal Flood
and Storm Damage Alleviation
Development(s) and/or activities will be supported where they can
demonstrate that they will avoid damage to and/or, where possible,
enhance the capacity of recognised carbon sinks in the Clyde Marine
Region (see Maps CC 1 and CC 2).
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Map CC 1 – Carbon sinks in the Clyde Marine Region; where (A) shows the presence of
flame shell beds, horse mussel beds, blue mussel beds and seagrass; (B) shows the
presence of kelp and seaweed communities and predictions of kelp habitats; and (C)
shows the presence of maerl beds. For saltmarsh locations see NMPi.

These maps are indicative only. For up-to-date mapping with interactive features, visit National Marine Plan interactive.
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Map CC 2 - Percentage of carbonate in the top 10 cm of superficial sediments. Data is
interpolated from the British Geological Survey sediment records and describes the
potential for carbon stores.

These maps are indicative only. For up-to-date mapping with interactive features, visit National Marine Plan interactive.

Further information
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change released a Special Report in October 2018 alongside a
Summary to Policy-makers. The Met Office provides UK Climate Projections.
The UK Marine Climate Change Impacts Partnership provides co-ordinated advice on climate change
impacts and adaptation around our coast and seas from scientists, government, its agencies and
non-governmental organisations (NGOs).
Adaptation Scotland provides advice and support to help Scotland be prepared and resilient to the
effects of climate change.
Climate Ready Scotland: Scottish Climate Change Adaptation Programme 2019-2024 is open for
consultation.
Scotland’s Climate Change Adaptation Framework sets the strategic direction for Scottish
Government actions. It was published by the Scottish Government in 2009.
Climate Ready Clyde provides a strategic approach, working in partnership with other organisations
to create a vision and action plan for climate change adaptation in the Glasgow City Region.
Scottish Natural Heritage has published 2 reports: Assessment of carbon budgets and potential blue
carbon stores in Scotland’s coastal and marine environment, and Assessment of Blue Carbon
Resources in Scotland’s Inshore Marine Protected Area Network.
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Chapter 2: Historic Environment
Clyde Marine Region Context
The historic environment includes all aspects
of the environment resulting from the
interaction between people and places
through time, including all surviving physical
remains of past human activity, whether
visible, buried or submerged. The Clyde
Marine Region has a rich maritime history
linked to its industrial past and destination as
a key shipping port. The cultural and historical
heritage covers both sea and land based
activities and the built environment includes
maritime wrecks, historic buildings and sites,
maritime and heritage museums, historic
Lochranza castle on the Isle of Arran.
ports, docks, quays, warehouses and cranes. It
8
can also include submerged paleo-landscape features. The historical and cultural assets in the
Region make a notable contribution to visitor and tourism experiences, as well as providing an
educational resource and contributing to the sense of place. The preservation of these assets helps
to foster the cultural identity of the Clyde Marine Region. It is important to understand each site,
including its setting, where relevant, as well as its conservation requirements, in order to understand
the effect that any development or activity may have. Key designated sites in the Clyde Marine
Region are indicated in Maps HE 1 and HE 2 and can be located on Scotland’s Environment Web. The
National Record of the Historic Environment and relevant planning authority Historic Environment
Scotland also provide important records of non-designated sites and a useful source of additional
information.
For further details on this issue, see Chapter 6.7 of the Clyde Marine Region Assessment.

Objective
Objective Coastal and marine cultural and heritage assets, whether visible, buried
HE 1 or submerged, are preserved in situ where possible and enhanced
where appropriate.
MEASUREMENT: Marine licence and Town and country planning
determination processes as applicable.

Policy – Authorisations and consents
Policy HE 1 Proposals for development(s) and/or activities with the potential to have
an adverse effect on the archaeological, architectural, artistic or historic
significance of heritage assets, including their settings, will be supported
where the proposal can demonstrate that all reasonable measures will be
taken to mitigate any significant loss and that any significant loss which
cannot be mitigated is outweighed by social, economic, environmental,
navigation or safety benefits. Preservation in situ will always be the
preferred form of mitigation and enhancement should take place where
appropriate. Where preservation in situ is not possible, consenting
8

Sea level was up to 45m lower 10,000 years ago so there may be surviving prehistoric archaeology now situated under water.
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authorities require that developers undertake appropriate excavation,
recording, analysis, publication and archiving before and/or during
development. The results of any mitigation measures should be published
in an agreed format, and all supplementary material lodged with an
agreed publicly accessible archive. If archaeological discoveries are made
during any development, a professional archaeologist should be given
access to inspect and record them and seek advice from the relevant
authority.

Map HE 1 – Marine historic environment statutory designations and gardens and
designed landscapes within the Clyde Marine Region.

These maps are indicative only. For up-to-date mapping with interactive features, visit National Marine Plan interactive.
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Map HE 2 – Detail of marine historic environment designations in the Clyde estuary.

These maps are indicative only. For up-to-date mapping with interactive features, visit National Marine Plan interactive.

Further information
Historic Environment Scotland, including Historic Environment Circular 1, Guidelines on the
selection, designation and management of Historic Marine Protected Areas and Historic Marine
Protected Areas – A Guide for Visitors, Investigators and Managers , and Corporate Plan.
A series of Managing Change documents provide non-statutory guidance for managing the changing
historic environment and applying Government policies.
The responses on A Culture Strategy for Scotland: draft for consultation are currently being reviewed
and the final strategy is expected to be published soon.
Local Development Plan and any accompanying supplementary guidance or strategy: of the relevant
Planning Authority (see page 11).
Canmore: National Record of the Historic Environment
Institute for Archaeologists: Standard and Guidance for Nautical Archaeological Recording and
Reconstruction
West of Scotland Archaeology Service maintains the Historic Environment Record for most of the
planning authorities in the Clyde Marine Region – the complete record of all known archaeological
sites, finds, fieldwork and research for the West of Scotland.
British Sub-Aqua Club provides guidance on preserving maritime heritage, visit the Respect our
wrecks page.
SCAPE (The Scottish Coastal Archaeology and the Problem of Erosion) charity researches, conserves
and promotes the archaeology of Scotland’s coast.
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Chapter 3: Landscape/Seascape
Clyde Marine Region Context
Whilst the term ‘landscape’ may be well
understood, the term ‘seascape’ is less known
and refers to an ‘area as perceived by people,
from land, sea, or air, where the sea is a key
element of the physical environment’9. It is
important to protect or enhance the
landscape/seascape qualities of an area, as
they provide part of our spectacular scenery
and contribute significantly to a sense of
place, supporting wellbeing and quality of life.
Marine and coastal zone developments and
activities have the potential to positively or
Lochgoilhead on the Cowal peninsula.
negatively impact the landscape and seascape.
The impacts are specific to a particular development or activity, its location and setting. For the
purposes of this Clyde Regional Marine Plan, references to seascape should be taken as meaning
landscapes with views of the coast or sea, and the adjacent marine environment with cultural,
historical and archaeological links with each other10.
The Clyde Marine Region is unique in the Scottish coast in terms of the amount and expanse of sea
broadly contained by the mainland, which curves from Ayrshire round to the Mull of Kintyre. The
variety of seascapes can be seen when travelling northwards through the Region from open sea,
through sounds to straits and lochs that make up the inner channels. The quality of the Clyde Marine
Region’s landscape has been recognised nationally by the designation of National Scenic Areas
(NSAs) and a National Park. They are focussed in the northern and central parts of the Region and
include North Arran NSA and Kyles of Bute NSA and Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Park
(LLTNP) - one of 2 National Parks in Scotland. Wild Land Areas (WLAs), North Arran and Waterhead
Moor-Muirshiel, are also recognised as nationally important landscapes. Locally important
landscapes are recognised by the designation of Local Landscape Areas (LLAs) or equivalent local
landscape designations as defined in the relevant Local Development Plan. Clyde Muirshiel Regional
Park includes areas of coastline and coastal views; it is Scotland’s largest Regional Park. All these
nationally and locally important landscapes benefit from the seascape setting of the Clyde Marine
Region as highlighted in their special qualities or citations (See Map SCAPE 1 and Map SCAPE 2).
The Seascape/Landscape Assessment of the Firth of Clyde was prepared for the Firth of Clyde Forum
in 2012 to identify key coastal characteristics and their sensitivities to development or change. It also
identifies different types of coastline (see Map SCAPE 3). This assessment forms the baseline for
sensitivity/capacity for Seascape Landscape Visual Impact Assessment of specific coastal zone and
marine development proposals (including for example aquaculture and marine renewables). The
Coastal Character Assessment Guidance developed by Scottish Natural Heritage presents a
methodology for Coastal Character Assessment that complements terrestrial Landscape Character
Assessment. This should be followed where further assessment is required.
For further details on this issue, see Chapter 3.6 of the Clyde Marine Region Assessment.

9

European Landscape Convention
UK Marine Policy Statement

10
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Objective
Objective Nationally and locally important landscape/seascape character of the
SCAPE 1 Clyde Marine Region is protected, and where appropriate enhanced, at
both a wider and a local level to contribute to the quality of life and
wellbeing of local communities and visitors.
MEASUREMENT: Marine licence and Town and country planning
determination processes as applicable. Use of the Seascape/Landscape
assessment of the Firth of Clyde and other Landscape Assessments as
relevant.

Policy – Authorisations and consents
Policy SCAPE 1 The siting and design of any proposed development(s) and/or activities
should demonstrate:




how the proposal takes into account visual impact and existing
character, experience and quality of landscape and seascape. This
includes developed, altered and cultural landscapes as well as
natural areas, and
a high standard of design, in terms of siting, scale, colour,
materials and form to ensure the development or coastal use
change will be accommodated within particular landscape and
seascape types.

Reference should be made to the Seascape/Landscape Assessment of the
Firth of Clyde (see Map SCAPE 3) and the relevant planning authority
Landscape Assessments.
Policy SCAPE 2 Development(s) and/or activities that affect National Scenic Areas,
National Parks, Wild Land Areas or Local Landscape Areas (see Map
SCAPE 1 and Map SCAPE 2) will only be supported where:



it will not adversely affect the integrity of the area or its special
qualities for which it has been designated, including nationally or
locally important landscapes/seascapes, or
any such adverse effects are clearly outweighed by social,
environmental or economic benefits of national importance (or
local importance for Local Landscape Areas).

Development(s) and use(s) that affect National Scenic Area or a National
Park should take account of the Special Qualities of the relevant
designation; a Design Statement may be required to support a
development/use that affects a Natural Scenic Area or National Park.
Applicants are required to demonstrate that potential effects on a Wild
Land Area, including cumulative effects, have been taken into
consideration or mitigated when applying for planning consent, works
licences and marine licences. A Wild Land Assessment may be required if
the proposal has the potential to significantly affect the qualities of a Wild
Land Area.
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Map SCAPE 1 – Nationally and locally important landscapes/seascapes in the Clyde Marine
Region.

These maps are indicative only. For up-to-date mapping with interactive features, visit National Marine Plan interactive.
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Map SCAPE 2 – Local Landscape Areas in the Clyde Marine Region.

These maps are indicative only. For up-to-date mapping with interactive features, visit National Marine Plan interactive.
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Map SCAPE 3 –Landscape/Seascape Assessment for the Clyde Marine Region.

These maps are indicative only. For up-to-date mapping with interactive features, visit National Marine Plan interactive.

Further information
Clyde Marine Planning Partnership: ‘Seascape/Landscape Assessment of the Firth of Clyde’, carried
out on behalf of the Firth of Clyde Forum, March 2013.
Scottish Government: Scottish Planning Policy, published in 2014.
Scottish Natural Heritage: Landscape policy and guidance, including wild land.
Scottish Natural Heritage Commissioned Report 376: The Special Landscape Qualities of the Loch
Lomond and The Trossachs National Park (2010).
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Chapter 4: Coastal Processes, Coastal Flood and Storm Damage Alleviation
Clyde Marine Region Context
Sea-level rise will increasingly affect many
parts of the Clyde Marine Region’s coast,
bringing increased risks of estuarine and
coastal erosion and flooding. In some places
this may threaten important infrastructure,
coastal communities and natural assets. Mean
sea level is projected to be at least 47 cm
higher in 2080 than in 2008 around the
Region11 and the latest projections are set to
increase this figure. At the coast the impacts
may be further exacerbated through increased
storm wave heights and increases in river and
Saltmarsh near Bowling.
surface water flooding. Natural coasts
dynamically respond to these risks and the best management options may involve making space on
land with enough room for coastal processes to operate. The coastal zone can be considered as a
resource extending across the land-sea interface. In places, the coastal zone acts to help protect
against the increased threat of coastal flooding.
The Clyde Marine Region has many different types of artificial and natural coast; parts of the Region
have artificial man-made structures such as quay walls and in other places rocky shores provide
coastal defence. Saltmarsh, beaches or sand dunes also provide coastal defence in places, but can
be continually changing through natural processes. Safeguarding those areas where there are
natural assets, such as saltmarsh or sand dunes, allows nature to provide coastal flood and storm
alleviation along with other benefits which include water purification, fish and shellfish nurseries,
carbon sequestration and opportunities for recreation and tourism. It is also important to ensure
that these habitats themselves can adapt to climate change and allow space for this further inland as
appropriate. The Clyde Marine Region has several existing flood and storm damage alleviation
schemes in place, however, these may stop functioning effectively at some point in the future.
Where it is not possible to use natural assets for coastal flood and storm alleviation, it is
recommended that traditional hard engineering solutions are greened wherever possible.
For further details on this issue, see Chapters 3.2 and 3.4 of the Clyde Marine Region Assessment.

Objective
Objective Current and new coastal zone and marine development(s) and activities,
CP 1 and land-based development(s) and activities near the coast, are
resilient to the dynamic nature of the coast, including the impacts of
climate change, using natural assets and soft engineering where
possible.
MEASUREMENT: Marine licence and Town and country planning
determination processes as applicable. Integration of shoreline
management planning within Local Development Plans.

11

UK Climate Projections 09 as included in SNH Commissioned Report No. 891: Impacts of sea-level rise and storm surges due to climate
change in the Firth of Clyde. Note that the latest UK Climate Projections 18 are now available.
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Policy – Authorisations and consents
Policy CP 1 Applications for new development(s) or for infrastructure renewal(s) on
land near the coast or at the coast and/or in the marine environment will
be supported where they can demonstrate that the following have been
fully taken into account:










the latest available UKCP12 sea-level rise and flood risk
projections, including wave overtopping impacts where possible,
relevant to the full life-span of the development, including any
decommissioning/remediation required,
broader future climate projections and risks and opportunities
identified within the UK national, regional and local climate
change risk assessments,
the Scottish Environment Protection Agency’s Development
Management Guidance, the relevant Local Flood Risk
Management Plan and any relevant Shoreline Management Plan,
sediment dynamics within the relevant coastal cell, including
historical trends as indicated in outputs of the Dynamic Coast
project and current or future anticipated dynamics,
any potential exacerbation of flooding or coastal erosion in the
wider area,
protection and use of natural assets for coastal protection,
including through options for managed realignment, and allowing
space for the natural assets themselves to adapt to climate
change, and
opportunities for Integrated Green Grey Infrastructure13 where
natural assets cannot be used for flood alleviation.

Policy CP 2 Natural or man-made coastal zone and marine features which provide or
could provide flood defence in the future should not be removed without
due consideration of future flood risk and should only be altered in
accordance with Policy CP 1. Removal of man-made coastal defence
materials will only be supported when it can be demonstrated that there
are no significant adverse impacts for the environment or
landscape/seascape. Any positive impacts for the environment or
landscape/seascape should be identified and delivered, for example
where removal may offer a realignment option to allow accommodation
space for natural coastal readjustment and improve long-term resilience.
Policy CP 3 The installation of new or replacement flood defences and coastal
erosion and flooding alleviation works will be supported if coastal erosion
or flooding threatens existing public infrastructure, important built
development or significant natural or cultural heritage features, where
there is a significant safety risk and where relocation options are not
feasible. Where this has been demonstrated, planning applications for
developments should comply with Policy CP 1.

12

UK Climate Projections
Integrated Green Grey Infrastructure refers to greening the greyest parts of our towns, cities or coasts that must remain largely grey for
their primary function
13
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Policy – Management
Policy CP 4 Land use, open space, and development plans should consider the coastal
zone as a unit and take into account the potential impacts of current and
future sea-level rise, storminess and coastal erosion risk when developing
or adjusting the zoning and strategic development vision for coastal
areas. Where possible, low-lying areas of vacant and derelict coastline
should be assessed for their potential to provide accommodation space
for human communities and natural ecosystems to adapt to climate
change. Authorities are encouraged to develop strategies for pro-active
management to reduce the risk of coastal erosion and flooding, for
example through integration of shoreline management planning into land
use planning.
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Map CP 1 – UKCP09 sea-level rise projections and National Coastal Change Assessment
coastal position projections. Note: UKCP18 data will be used when available.

These maps are indicative only. For up-to-date mapping with interactive features, visit National Marine Plan interactive.

Further information
SEPA’s Development Management Guidance: Flood Risk provides advice to planning authorities. The
Planning Background Paper: Flood Risk provides context for the Guidance document.
Scottish Natural Heritage: ‘Impacts of sea-level rise and storm surges due to climate change in the
Firth of Clyde’, commissioned report No. 891.
UK Climate Projections website.
Clyde and Loch Lomond, Ayrshire, Highland & Argyll Local Flood Risk Management Plans
Ayrshire Shoreline Management Plan
Dynamic Coast: Scotland’s Coastal Change Assessment
Climate Ready Clyde , in particular the Climate Risk and Opportunity Assessment (2018)
Naylor, LA., Kippen, H, Coombes, MA., et al. (2017). Greening the Grey: a framework for integrated
green grey infrastructure (IGGI). A University of Glasgow report. Appendix 4: Coastal.
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Chapter 5: Natural Heritage
Clyde Marine Region Context
The Clyde Marine Region is home to a diverse
range of coastal and marine habitats and
species, including European protected species
and sites. A variety of shallow water habitats
exist including maerl beds, seagrass and flame
shell beds where many other species can find
shelter and protection. During the summer
months, the upwelling of nutrients provides
rich feeding for larger mobile species such as
minke whale and basking shark. The deeper
mud habitats of the Region support many
burrowing creatures including the shellfish
A common seal near the Isle of Arran.
‘Nephrops’, the current mainstay of the Clyde
fishing industry. The area is also home to seals, porpoises and a variety of bird species, most
famously perhaps the gannets on Ailsa Craig and the waterfowl on the intertidal mudflats of the
inner estuary.
The good health and condition of species and habitats contributes to the provision of many
ecosystem services with benefits that we rely on, such as food provision, flood/storm protection,
nutrient cycling and breakdown of waste. There are also other benefits, such as recreation, a sense
of place and cultural heritage which contribute to our own wellbeing and provide opportunities for
tourism. The ecosystem as a whole supports many socio-economic activities, some of which have
taken place for decades, as well as new and emerging activities. More information on the condition
of natural heritage in the Region can be found within Section 5 of the Clyde Marine Region
Assessment.
Sites designated for natural heritage in the Region include: Nature Conservation Marine Protected
Areas, Special Protection Areas, Sites of Special Scientific Interest, Local Nature Reserves and a
RAMSAR site. Sites which contribute to the network of Marine Protected Areas in the Clyde Marine
Region are shown in Map NH 1. Features of designated sites can include their geodiversity – rock,
fossils, natural processes, landforms and soils that shape the character and form of our
landscape/seascape and environment. Designated sites and other data layers relating to species and
habitats can be viewed on National Marine Plan interactive. Development and activities in relation
to these sites are managed in line with their conservation objectives.
Priority Marine Features are a prioritised list of marine habitats and species considered to be of
national conservation importance - many are found in the Clyde Marine Region. They provide a focus
for future conservation action and marine planning.

Objectives
Objective The health of the marine and coastal natural heritage of the Clyde
NH 1 Marine Region is protected and, where appropriate, enhanced.
MEASUREMENT: Designated site monitoring and reporting. Monitoring of
Priority Marine Features.
Objective Development and use of the coastal and marine environment does not
NH 2 have significant negative impact on biodiversity, the Marine Protected
Area network, other protected habitats and species and Priority Marine
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Features in line with the relevant conservation objectives and, where
possible, contributes to their maintenance and/or enhancement (Map
NH 1).
MEASUREMENT: Marine Licence and Town and Country Planning
determination processes as applicable, including reference to Local
Biodiversity Action Plans and Reports.
Objective Knowledge and data on marine and coastal natural features within the
NH 3 Clyde Marine Region is improved to identify opportunities for their
enhancement, to inform sustainable development, and to identify
climate change adaptation options.
MEASUREMENT: Research surveys and projects taking place in the Clyde
Marine Region, including citizen science projects.
Objective The experience and knowledge of local people and visitors about the
NH 4 coastal and marine environment is enhanced through improved
awareness of the natural heritage of the Clyde Marine Region.
MEASUREMENT: Number of natural history related projects and events
engaging with the public.

Policy – Authorisations and consents
Policy NH 1 All marine and coastal development(s) and/or activities must:
 comply with international, national and local legal requirements
for protected areas and species,
 not result in significant impact on the national status of Priority
Marine Features, and
 protect and, where appropriate, enhance the health of the
marine area through contributions to improvement of Priority
Marine Features and their associated habitats, species and
ecosystems. Where Priority Marine Features are known or found
to exist, licence applications should demonstrate consideration of
sensitivities and potential impacts through tools such as the
Feature Activity Sensitivity Tool.
Policy NH 2 Proposals for marine and coastal development(s) and/or activities will be
supported where they demonstrate that they:
 avoid or mitigate negative impacts on non-designated areas of
importance for Priority Marine Features and protected species
(e.g. breeding grounds and aggregation areas),
 consider opportunities for any potential associated
environmental enhancement, have followed Biodiversity Net
Gain14 principles, and that they support delivery of actions
identified in Local Biodiversity Action Plans of Planning
Authorities within the Clyde Marine Region, and/or
 contribute to the delivery of conservation objectives of Marine
Protected Areas where appropriate.
Policy NH 3 Applications for the harvesting of wild seaweed should demonstrate that

14

Biodiversity Net Gain is where development leaves biodiversity in a better state than before.
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proposals are in accordance with evolving Scottish Government policy
and any future guidance from Scottish Natural Heritage.
Policy NH 4 Any development(s) and/or activities limiting the ability of wild salmon
and diadromous fish to migrate through the Clyde Marine Region will
only be supported if suitable mitigation measures are in place.

Policy – Management
Policy NH 5 Users of the Clyde Marine Region should follow the guidance set out in
the Marine Wildlife Watching Code and the Outdoor Access Code. Any
activities taking place on the shoreline (e.g. beach cleaning activities, dog
walking or landing vessels on the coast or islands in the Clyde Marine
Region) should be aware of the potential to cause disturbance to ground
nesting birds and hauled out seals and take appropriate action to avoid
this.
Policy NH 6 Activities which contribute data and further knowledge of the natural
heritage of the Clyde Marine Region will be supported, including those
which give opportunities to other marine users (such as fishers and
recreational users) to collect data, and citizen science projects.
Organisations should, where possible, share MEDIN15 compliant marine
habitats and species data with others to facilitate partnership working
and improved knowledge of the marine environment. Findings of
Environmental Impact Assessments which contain data relating to Priority
Marine Features should contribute to data in the public domain to
improve decision-making processes and management of the marine and
coastal environment. Of particular interest in the Clyde Marine Region are
research and data which consider:
 the number, diversity, life history, behaviour and population
dynamics of species, particularly Priority Marine Features and
protected species,
 impacts on species and habitats, including cumulative impacts,
and any locally specific impacts, interactions, sensitivities and
pressures,
 areas of important habitat for the conservation and enhancement
of Priority Marine Features and protected species, particularly
sensitive areas,
 mapping of areas of sensitivity for both ecological enhancement
and development and areas suitable for enhancement, within
non-designated areas that contribute to ecological coherence,
 identifying opportunities where developments and activities can
deliver environmental/societal benefits,
 climate change impacts within the Region (e.g. movement of
species distribution, change in food web dynamics) and mitigation
or adaptation options, and/or
 predator-prey interactions.
Policy NH 7 Activities which engage with those people living in and visiting the Clyde

15

Marine Environmental Data and Information Network - http://www.oceannet.org/
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Marine Region to improve their interest, awareness and knowledge of the
natural heritage of the Clyde Marine Region will be supported when in
line with this Plan. These activities should be accessible to all, including
those with protected characteristics, and should help overcome physical,
cultural and economic barriers to participation where practicable.

Map NH 1 – Marine Protected Area Network within the Clyde Marine Region.

These maps are indicative only. For up-to-date mapping with interactive features, visit National Marine Plan interactive.

Further information
Scottish Natural Heritage is the public body responsible for natural heritge in Scotland. Marine
Scotland is the government agency responsible for the integrated management of Scotland’s seas.
They have provided guidance for Socttish Inshore Waters for The protection of Marine European
Protected Species from injury and disturbance.
Scottish Marine Wildlife Watching Code provides guidance to those watching marine wildlife or who
may encounter it during other marine and coastal activities. Scottish Outdoor Access Code provides
guidance on the looking after the environment when you are outdoors.
Local Biodiversity Action Plans: Argyll and Bute Council, Glasgow City Council, Inverclyde Council,
Loch Lomond & The Trossachs National Park, North Ayrshire Council, Renfrewshire Council, South
Ayrshire Council, South Lanarkshire Council, West Dunbartonshire Council.
Ten good practice principles for development have been identified to achieve Biodiversity Net Gain.
Feature Activity Sensitivity Tool
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The Scottish Biodiversity Strategy consists of the following two documents: 2020 Challenge for
Scotland’s Biodiversity and Scotland’s Biodiversity: It’s In Your Hands.
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Chapter 6: Non-Native Species
Clyde Marine Region Context
Non-native species are those that have been
intentionally or unintentionally introduced
outside their native range as a consequence of
human activity. Once established, if these
species then threaten biodiversity and/or
cause economic damage, they are referred to
as ‘invasive’. The Clyde Marine Region is
known to have 12 marine non-native species
and the arrival of other species, which are
already present in other parts of the UK and
Ireland, is likely. Under the Water Framework
Directive, the Scottish Environment Protection
Didemnum vexillum found in Loch Fyne.
Agency report on a number of non-native
species which are present in the Clyde Marine Region. These include leathery sea squirt (Styela
clava), carpet sea squirt (Didemnum vexillum), Chinese mitten crab (Eriocheir sinensis), wireweed
(Sargassum muticum) and common cord-grass (Spartina anglica). Also present in the Clyde Marine
Region are a non-native bryozoan (Tricelleria inopinata), a hydroid (Cordylophora caspia), the acorn
barnacle (Semibalanus balanoides), an orange sheath tunicate (Botrylloides violaceus), green sea
fingers (Codium fragile fragile), Japanese skeleton shrimp (Caprella mutica), and orange tipped sea
squirt (Corella eumyota). Marine non-native species are extremely difficult, or often impossible, to
eradicate once established, so for these species good biosecurity is paramount. It should be noted
that, whilst not a marine species, Japanese knotweed (Fallopia japonica) is spread by the sea along
the Clyde coastline. In addition, American mink (Neovison vison) habitat is often alongside water
bodies, including coastlines, and this species has a detrimental impact on some ground nesting birds
and water voles.
Island ecosystems, being relatively isolated from mainland areas, are highly vulnerable to the
impacts of non-native species. This includes both plants and animals. In particular, the introduction
by people (deliberate or accidental) of predatory mammals including cats, rats and mice on islands
can impact seabird populations and other ground nesting birds such as breeding waders. For
example, the population of puffins on Ailsa Craig is now recovering following the removal of rats
from the island.
Good biosecurity practice should consider the international standards set out by the Convention on
Biological Diversity: prevention of introduction and establishment of non-native species is the best
option, ecologically and economically; for newly arriving species early warning and rapid response
(eradication) is the next priority; and long-term control measures (including restoration of the
original native wildlife) should be strategic and planned. The public can also play a role in reducing
the risk of spread by being aware of and applying good practice, for example when moving
equipment for recreational activities.
For further details on this issue, see Chapter 5.10 of the Clyde Marine Region Assessment.
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Objective
Objective The risk of introduction and spread of non-native species is reduced in
NNS 1 the Clyde Marine Region through improved management of the main
pathways. The impacts of non-native species on both the ecosystem
and the economy are minimised.
MEASUREMENT: SEPA waterbody status – GEcS16 assessment. Marine
licence determination process. Designated site monitoring.

Policy – Authorisations and consents
Policy NNS 1 Applications for marine and coastal development(s) and/or activities will
be supported where they demonstrate that they have minimised the risk
of introducing or spreading marine non-native species and terrestrial
non-native species affecting seabirds, particularly when this involves
moving equipment, boats, materials or livestock from one water body to
another, or when undertaking activities within a water body where nonnative species are known to exist, for example introducing structures
which may inadvertently facilitate the settlement of non-native species.
Local licensing regimes relating to the marine environment should also
stipulate a requirement for consideration of marine biosecurity.

Policy – Management
Policy NNS 2 Activities to research and/or eradicate non-native species, including
research on how climate change will affect non-native species in the
Clyde Marine Region, or to set up schemes to prevent the spread of nonnative species will be supported in line with Policy NNS 1.
Policy NNS 3 All organisations using the Clyde Marine Region should take into account
the risk of introducing or spreading non-native species and put in place
biosecurity management measures to minimise this risk. Where relevant,
a site-based biosecurity plan for marine non-native species and terrestrial
non-native species affecting seabirds should be developed in line with
best practice Marine Biosecurity Planning guidance.
Policy NNS 4 Marine users of the Clyde Marine Region, including, but not limited to,
use for sports such as sailing, motor boating, sea angling, scuba diving,
sea kayaking, jet skiing, wind and kite surfing, should, where possible,
follow best practice procedure, such as the Great Britain Non-native
Species ‘check, clean, dry’ procedure, when moving equipment into, out
of and within the Clyde Marine Region.

16

Good Ecological Status under the Water Environment and Waters Services (Scotland) Act 2003
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Map NNS 1 – Scottish Environmental Protection Agency water body classification
relating to marine non-native species17.

These maps are indicative only. For up-to-date mapping with interactive features, visit National Marine Plan interactive.

17

Non-native species monitored by the Scottish Environmental Protection Agency are leathery sea squirt (Styela clava), carpet sea squirt
(Didemnum vexillum), Chinese mitten crab (Eriocheir sinensis), wireweed (Sargassum muticum) and common cord-grass (Spartina anglica).
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Further information
The International Maritime Organisation (IMO) Ballast Waste Management (BWM) Convention was
adopted to improve the global regulation of the transfer of non-native species. The IMO provides a
list of guidelines and guidance documents related to the BMW Convention.
Scottish Government: The Code of Practice on Non-Native Species for Scotland
Marine Scotland: Marine Invasive Non-Native Species
Scottish Environment Protection Agency: The river basin management plan for the Scotland river
basin district: 2015–2027, Chapter 8
Scottish Natural Heritage and Firth of Clyde Forum: Marine Biosecurity Planning Guidance – for
producing site and operation-based plans for preventing the introduction of non-native species.
Scottish Natural Heritage Commissioned Report No. 748: Marine biosecurity planning –
Identification of best practice: A review
Clyde Marine Planning Partnership: Biosecurity information including Biosecurity Plan. Contact the
CMPP to obtain dangle books and posters to enable marine users to identify non-native species.
Great Britain Non-Native Species Secretariat: website. The GB Non-Native Species Secretariat
promotes best practice guidelines for water users to prevent the spread of non-native species,
known as Check, Clean, Dry:




Check your equipment and clothing for living organisms. Pay particular attention to areas
that are damp or hard to inspect.
Clean and wash all equipment, footwear and clothes thoroughly. If you do come across any
organisms, leave them at the water body where you found them.
Dry all equipment and clothing – some species can live for many days in moist conditions.
Make sure you don’t transfer water elsewhere.

To report sightings of suspected non-native species, call 08452 30 20 50.
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Chapter 7: Marine Litter
The Marine Litter Strategy for Scotland should
be taken into account. This chapter
contributes to achieving the strategic
directions set out within that strategy; where
objectives contribute to a specific strategic
direction, this is indicated in brackets.
Clyde Marine Region Context
Marine litter is found across the Clyde Marine
Region. Shallow coastal areas of depths less
than 40 m have a much greater abundance of
marine litter than deeper waters. Greater
abundances have been found in bays, which
A beach clean in Kintyre.
are more sheltered. This is reflected in the
Clyde Marine Region where, due to the prevailing south westerly winds, litter congregation areas or
‘sinks’ are found in sheltered areas at the top of the Clyde sea lochs and also south-facing shores.
In UK waters around 70 % of marine litter is plastic, which will persist in the environment for
thousands of years. All plastics progressively fragment into microplastics through mechanical action
and photo-degradation. Micro-plastics can also enter the marine environment ready formed. Preproduction plastic pellets, or ‘nurdles’ also contribute to the issue and can be found on beaches in
the Clyde Marine Region.
It is important to note that 80 % of marine litter comes from terrestrial sources, and so a broad
approach, taking into account terrestrial sources is essential, in order to prevent litter entering the
marine environment. A number of volunteer, community groups and charities have been carrying
out beach and riverine cleans, some over a long period of time, in the Region.
For further detail on this issue, see Chapter 4.8 of the Clyde Marine Region Assessment.

Objectives
Objective Marine and coastal related development(s) and structures do not
ML 1 contribute to marine litter in the Clyde Marine Region and do contribute
to a circular economy (SD218).
MEASUREMENT: Marine licence and Town and country planning
applications processes as applicable.
Objective A reduction in the volume of litter entering the marine environment
ML 2 through the Clyde Marine Region catchment area, in particular plastic
material (SD 119&2).
MEASUREMENT: Marine Conservation Society beach clean statistics. Data
from any relevant riverine citizen science monitoring projects.
Objective An increase in beach and riverine cleaning activities and data collected
ML 3 through such activities which contribute to the evidence base on marine
litter (SD420) within the Clyde Marine Region.
18

Strategic Direction 2: Reduce marine and coastal based sources of litter, in coordination with land sourced litter being reduced by the
national litter strategy.
19
Strategic Direction 1: Improve public and business attitudes and behaviours around marine and coastal litter, in co-ordination with the
national litter strategy.
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MEASUREMENT: Marine Conservation Society active beach cleans and
other active community led litter clean up groups. Contribution to
Beachwatch and Nurdle data. Number of riverine citizen science or other
monitoring projects, e.g. Upstream Battle. Enrolment in the Keep
Scotland Beautiful Clean – up Scotland initiative.

Policy – Authorisations and consents
Policy ML 1 Marine licence applications for development(s) in the Clyde Marine
Region require a waste minimisation and management plan for the
lifecycle of the proposal including construction, active use and any
decommissioning or remediation works. This should illustrate initiatives
to contribute to a circular economy and, where appropriate, indicate
measures to avoid and mitigate for the accidental release of plastic
nurdles, flakes or powder. Disposal of marine waste/litter at sea is
prohibited.

Policy – Management
Policy ML 2 Existing coastal and marine development(s) and structures should be
maintained by the relevant authority or owner, such that they do not
contribute to litter entering the marine environment.
Policy ML 3 Waste water infrastructure should be designed, wherever practicable, to
reduce the risk of litter entering the marine environment through water
courses or any other pathway.
Policy ML 4 Activities by port/harbour operators to provide facilities to fishing vessels
under the Fishing For Litter scheme are positively encouraged.
Policy ML 5 Manufacturers and those involved in the shipping and transport or use of
plastic nurdles, flakes or powder should adopt examples of best practice
guidance to prevent these plastics entering waste water treatment
systems and/or the marine environment.
Policy ML 6 The activities of organisations, and/or community and voluntary groups
engaged in identifying areas of marine litter accumulation and/or
carrying out beach cleans, engagement and communications initiatives
relating to marine litter are encouraged where they are in line with this
Clyde Regional Marine Plan. The Coastal Litter Management Guidelines
for Duty Bodies, created by the Firth of Clyde Forum, should be followed
in carrying out any beach cleaning operations. Beach clean organisers and
other stakeholders are encouraged to contribute to data collecting
initiatives. This includes but is not limited to: the Marine Conservation
Society’s (MCS) Beachwatch campaign, Fidra’s ‘Great Nurdle Hunt’ data
collection project and the SCRAPbook project.

20

Strategic Direction 4: Improve monitoring at a Scottish scale and develop measures for strategy evaluation.
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Map ML 1 – Clyde Marine Region catchment area including tributaries.

These maps are indicative only. For up-to-date mapping with interactive features, visit National Marine Plan interactive.

Further information
Firth of Clyde Forum’s Coastal Litter Management Guidelines for Duty Bodies
The Scottish Government launched the Marine Litter Strategy for Scotland in 2014 to provide a
strategic approach to reducing the amount of marine litter in our seas.
The Marine Conservation Society and its annual Beachwatch beach cleaning campaign.
Keep Scotland Beautiful is a charity that campaigns, educates and acts on a range of local, national
and global sustainability issues, including marine litter.
Upstream Battle is a campaign tackling the source of marine litter along the length of the river Clyde
and its tributaries.
Zero Waste Scotland work to enable change around issues such as food waste, sustainability and
helping Scotland move towards a Circular Economy.
Fidra is a Scottish environmental charity that runs various projects around marine litter, in particular
The Great Nurdle Hunt and The Cotton Bud Project.
Operation Clean Sweep is an initiative created by the plastics industry to reduce plastic pellet loss to
the environment. It is international and in the UK it is led by the British Plastics Federation.
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SCRAPBook uses aerial photography to identify marine litter across the Scottish coastline.
Fishing For Litter, led by KIMO (Local Authorities International Environmental Organisation) is an
innovative project working with fishers to reduce marine litter.
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Section 2: Sector Policies
The policies within this Plan are designed to guide all marine and coastal users in terms of proposed
and existing development(s) and activities. Users of this Plan must also comply with the National
Marine Plan and other relevant legislation.
The general policies within Section 1 of the Plan provide a framework for the sustainable
development and use of the marine and coastal environment. These general policies should be
adhered to in advance of policies within Section 2 as they are all potentially relevant to any proposal
for development or activity by any sector or user of the marine and coastal environment.
Section 2 outlines policy relating to the key current economic activities taking place in the Clyde
Marine Region. These policies provide a framework to ensure that the economic, social and
environmental benefits are delivered for each sector. The chapters are ordered in the same way as
the National Marine Plan.
Each chapter follows the same format, this includes:





A context which sets out a summary of the main information relevant to the policy area.
More information on each of the areas can be found within the Clyde Marine Region
Assessment.
Objectives and policies; objectives provide a measurable strategic aim or goal for each
policy area and policies which will deliver the objectives are set out underneath.
Maps are included at the end of the chapter. For the latest available spatial data, see
National Marine Plan interactive (NMPi). It is recommended that NMPi is used in
conjunction with this Clyde Regional Marine Plan.
Links to further information on the policy area.
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Chapter 8: All sectors – general policy
Developers needing a marine licence may also
require other consents, for example planning
permission or a works licence from the
relevant Statutory Harbour Authority, see
Annex 1.
The Clyde 2020 initiative was established in
2014 and aims to bring together both
scientific research and practical measures to
improve the marine ecosystem of the Clyde
Marine Region and the sustainability of the
industries based in the Region. The benthic
environment, fisheries and related ecosystem
services are key research areas of Clyde 2020.
Cloch lighthouse.

Clyde Marine Region Context
The environment in the Clyde Marine Region provides many benefits to human society and our
economy. The Region is an important recreational and cultural resource for the many hundreds of
thousands of people who live around its shores and for visitors from further afield. Fish stocks have
supported the development of the fishing industry based at many of the smaller settlements along
the shores of the Clyde. The aquaculture industry relies on the ability of the environment to support
their activities, for example by breaking down waste and purify the water. The Region remains a
focus for shipping and defence activities and supports the emergence of the marine renewables
sector, due to its natural sheltered deep water harbours.
In order for us to protect and enhance the environment and continue to enjoy the many benefits it
provides, developments and activities need to be carried out in a responsible and sustainable way.
Safe and appropriate multiple use of infrastructure and the marine area is essential to support
future sustainable development and use.
For further detail on economic activity in the Clyde Marine Region, see Section 6 of the Clyde Marine
Region Assessment.
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Objectives
Objective Ensure infrastructure, such as ports and harbours and those related to
SEC 1 supply chain, adequately support sectors operating in the Clyde Marine
Region, including onward links to the road and rail network.
MEASUREMENT: Marine licence, Town and country planning
determination processes and Statutory Harbour Authority’s Works
Licences as applicable. Infrastructure audits including supply chain. Sector
information.
Objective Encourage the safe and appropriate multiple use of infrastructure and
SEC 2 the marine spatial area between sectors21.
MEASUREMENT: Marine licence determination process. Sector
information.
Objective Ensure stakeholders, including the public, are consulted on
SEC 3 development and activity proposals that may impact on current use and
that concerns have been addressed.
MEASUREMENT: Marine licence determination process.

Policy – Authorisations and consents
Policy SEC 1 Applications for development(s) and/or activities will be supported where
the proposal can demonstrate that:












21

they will not have any adverse impacts on the efficient and safe
movement or navigation of vessels to and from ports, harbours,
marinas, moorings and anchorages, including ferry operations,
they are in compliance with the Local Development Plan from the
relevant Planning Authority, including any related planning
guidance as appropriate,
they provide important supply chain services for marine sectors,
they provide social, health & wellbeing and economic benefits to
local communities and/or more widely, for example through the
regeneration of coastal areas, particularly brownfield sites, or the
diversification of the rural marine economy,
other stakeholders have been consulted, including the general
public where appropriate, at the very minimum ensuring
compliance with Pre-Application Consultation advice from
Marine Scotland, and that the proposal has minimised and/or
mitigated any negative impact on other marine users,
they promote any opportunities for shared use of infrastructure
and/or marine spatial area,
public access to the marine environment is enhanced where
possible and appropriate,
the connectivity of coastal paths is protected and delivered
where possible, and
access to the shore and water is optimised for sport, recreation
and tourism, where possible, including, but not limited to piers,
jetties, slipways, moorings, anchorages and navigational

Combining compatible activities in the same marine space can serve to share and reduce costs, protect the environment and generate
further synergies between those activities making the best possible use of new technologies and innovations.
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infrastructure.

Policy – Management
Policy SEC 2 Sectoral interests should work together with infrastructure owners and
relevant authorities to ensure that infrastructure is in place at ports and
harbours, piers and slipways to support future sectoral requirements,
including onward links to rail and road networks.
Policy SEC 3 Development(s) and/or activities which improve connectivity around the
Clyde Marine Region will be supported. This can be for example through
multi-modal journey planning and active travel within the Clyde Marine
Region, taking into account different types of activity as well as different
types of transport and links to other marine regions.
Further information
Multi-Use in European Seas (MUSES) Project Case Study on the west coast of Scotland.
Marine Scotland Guidance on Marine Licensable Activities subject to Pre-Application Consultation
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Chapter 9: Sea Fisheries
The West Coast Regional Inshore Fisheries
Group (WCRIFG) is a non-statutory body
working with fisheries industry
representatives, statutory bodies and
other parties to improve the management
of inshore fisheries. The WCRIFG Fisheries
Management Plan aims to deliver the
sustainable use of natural resources,
recognising national and international
obligations, and safeguarding fish stocks
while optimising the economic return for
inshore fisheries and dependent
Fishing boats in Tarbert Harbour.
communities. The overarching strategic
objectives are: 1. Biological – to conserve,
enhance and restore commercial stocks in inshore waters and the supporting ecosystem, 2.
Economical – to optimise long-term and sustained economic return to local coastal
communities that are dependent on inshore fisheries and to promote quality initiatives, and
3. Environmental – to maintain and restore the quality of the inshore marine environment.
Clyde Marine Region Context
Sea fisheries cover all commercial fishing activity within inshore waters including trawling, dredging,
pots/creels/traps, diving and line fishing. Historically, the Clyde Marine Region was renowned for its
herring fishery and the reasons for the collapse of the fishery are complex. Other fisheries for cod,
hake, saithe and whiting have also been important, however, these stocks have also declined. There
are ongoing initiatives to recover these stocks through quota, gear selectivity and area/temporal
management.
The majority of commercial activity within the Clyde Marine Region is undertaken by small vessels
under 15 m and is now focused on the trawl and creel fishery for Nephrops, also known as prawns,
langoustine, scampi or Dublin Bay prawn. King scallops, and now rarely queen scallops, are also
taken, mainly by dredging vessels. There are also creel fisheries for brown crab, velvet crab, lobsters
and wrasse, dive fisheries for a range of shellfish, fishing using traps and controlled trials of
electrofishing for razor clams. The sector remains important for supporting both direct and supply
chain employment, particularly within more rural communities, for example on the Kintyre
peninsula.
The Clyde Marine Region Assessment identifies many concerns for fish and shellfish populations
which have led to the decline in historic fisheries for herring and groundfish such as cod. Brown crab,
velvet crab and lobster are currently overfished in the Clyde and more data is needed to assess the
state of scallop stocks. Management measures, such as catch limits and seasonal closures (e.g. “The
Cod Box”), have been implemented with the help of fishermen to help support stock recoveries.
For further detail on this sector, see Chapters 6.2 and 5.4 of the Clyde Marine Region Assessment.
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Objectives
Objective The long-term objective is a sustainable, diverse and resilient marine
FISH 1 ecosystem which supports a wide range of sustainable fishing
opportunities supplying both local and other markets. Sustainable
fisheries operating at or below Maximum Sustainable Yield ensures
optimisation of the socio-economic contribution of the fishing industry
and supply chain.
MEASUREMENT: Accredited scientific data. Marine Scotland economic
statistics for sea fisheries.
Objective Improve spatial data on areas of importance to fisheries activities and
FISH 2 ensure that interactions with other marine users are well managed.
MEASUREMENT: Vehicle Monitoring Systems fisheries activity data
available on NMPi. Marine licence determination process.

Policy – Management
Policy FISH 1 Fisheries representatives, scientists and other parties should work
collaboratively with the West Coast Regional Inshore Fisheries Group and
the Clyde 2020 initiative to deliver scientific research and practical
measures to enable fisheries management to contribute to an
improvement in the marine ecosystem. This includes, but is not limited
to:


improved understanding of the habitats that support fisheries
including pressure/state relationships and ecosystem
role/function, leading to spatial and other management measures
to protect the most important areas,
 stock assessments for all commercial target species, including
consideration of other pressures such as predation and climate
change, leading to appropriate management measures to ensure
no species is fished above Maximum Sustainable Yield,
 continued monitoring of seabed habitats and species which are
sensitive to fishing activity, leading to further agreed spatial
management as appropriate,
 measuring the contribution of fisheries to the local and national
economy, or
 improved technology used by fisheries, including to reduce
bycatch and improve gear selectivity.
It is acknowledged that to deliver certain elements of this policy, funding
streams will need to be identified and secured.
Policy FISH 2 Industry initiatives to implement tracking for all commercial fishing boats
operating in the Clyde Marine Region are strongly encouraged.
Policy FISH 3 Static gear fishers should follow best practice guidelines and any future
legislation issued by Marine Scotland in relation to static gear buoy
markings.
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Map FISH 1 – Landings at ports in the Clyde Marine Region in 2014.

These maps are indicative only. For up-to-date mapping with interactive features, visit National Marine Plan interactive.

Further information
Marine Scotland: Scottish Inshore Sea Fisheries Strategy 2015
Note that Marine Scotland is consulting on a National Discussion Paper about ‘Future Management
of Sea Fisheries in Scotland’ until 7 June 2019.
West Coast Regional Inshore Fisheries Group: Fisheries Management Plan
Clyde 2020: information on Clyde Marine Planning Partnership website including the Layman’s Guide
and animations on ‘The condition of seabed habitats, fish and shellfish of the Clyde Marine Region’
Marine Scotland provide guidelines for marking static fishing gear.
Seafish supports a range of working groups and initiatives, such as the Discard Action Group and
Project UK Fisheries Improvements, to improve efficiency and raise standards across the seafood
industry.
Scotland signed up to the Global Ghost Gear Initiative in 2017.
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Chapter 10: Aquaculture
Clyde Marine Region Context
Aquaculture is the production of marine
species such as finfish and shellfish within
aquaculture installations including cultivated
shellfish beds. It also includes the growing and
harvesting of seaweed, although there is no
commercial seaweed cultivation within the
Clyde Marine Region.
Aquaculture is a major contributor to the
Scottish economy, providing jobs in rural
areas. Within the Clyde Marine Region, the
aquaculture sector comprises Atlantic salmon,
Salmon farm on Loch Fyne.
mussels, oysters and scallops and represents
9.4 % of sectoral employment in Scotland22. Finfish farming accounts for the majority of production
sites, with activity concentrated in and around Loch Fyne. The sea lochs in the Clyde Marine Region
are identified by the Scottish Government as Category 3 areas, which have additional carrying
capacity and further development potential for finfish farming23. Shellfish farming in the Clyde is
generally smaller scale, single owner businesses. Again, activity is largely concentrated in Loch Fyne.
The sector remains important for supporting rural and coastal communities both directly and
through supply chain linkages.
For further detail on this sector, see Chapter 6.3 of the Clyde Marine Region Assessment.

Objectives
Objective Enable the sustainable development and diversification of the
AQUA 1 aquaculture sector within the carrying capacity of the Clyde Marine
Region, providing socio-economic benefits to rural areas and islands and
supporting the wider supply chain in Scotland.
MEASUREMENT: Marine Scotland sectoral data. SEPA water body status.
Local Development Plans and supplementary guidance.
Objective Aquaculture sites in the Clyde Marine Region contribute to research &
AQUA 2 development initiatives which support sustainable development of the
sector and aim to contribute to the protection and enhancement of the
marine environment.
MEASUREMENT: Marine licence and Town and country planning
determination processes as applicable. Information from the sector.

22
23

Based on the Business Register and Employment Survey for 2017 – www.nomisweb.co.uk
Locational Guidelines for the Authorisation of Marine Fish Farms in Scottish Waters
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Policy – Authorisations and consents
Policy AQUA 1 Development of new sites, alterations to existing sites or applications for
change of use will be supported where applicants can demonstrate that
they are in compliance with:




the Local Development Plan from the relevant Planning
Authority, including any related planning guidance as
appropriate,
Marine Scotland and Scottish Environment Protection Agency
licensing requirements and guidance, and
for shellfish sites only, any future guidelines on shellfish
production environmental constraints and opportunities, or
critical mass of sites within the Clyde Marine Region.

Policy AQUA 2 Applications for the development of seaweed cultivation should
demonstrate that proposals are in accordance with the Scottish
Government’s Seaweed Cultivation Policy Statement and any subsequent
guidance and/or planning requirements.
Policy AQUA 3 Development of new sites, alterations to existing sites or applications for
change of use are encouraged, when in line with policies AQUA 1 and 2,
and where applicants can demonstrate that they include research and
development initiatives aiming to:






reduce environmental impacts; for example by improving sea lice
and disease management, including the sustainable sourcing of
cleaner fish, or offshore closed or partial containment systems, in
particular where renewable sources of energy are used,
use integrated multi-trophic aquaculture,
diversify farmed species which are native to the Clyde Marine
Region with due consideration of the implications of climate
change, or
site farms at high energy sites which promote good dispersal,
minimising organic impact on the seabed.

Policy – Management
Policy AQUA 4 Finfish aquaculture operators should ensure that any wild caught cleaner
fish used in facilities in the Clyde Marine Region are sourced from
sustainable commercial fisheries in agreement with the relevant local
Inshore Fisheries Group or Inshore Fisheries and Conservation
Authorities.
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Map AQUA 1 – Main aquaculture designations within the Clyde Marine Region.

These maps are indicative only. For up-to-date mapping with interactive features, visit National Marine Plan interactive.
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Map AQUA 2 – Active finfish and shellfish sites within the Clyde Marine Region.

These maps are indicative only. For up-to-date mapping with interactive features, visit National Marine Plan interactive.
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Further information
Scottish Natural Heritage: Guidance on Landscape/Seascape Capacity for Aquaculture, The siting and
design of aquaculture in the landscape: visual and landscape considerations, Visualisations for
aquaculture: guidance note
Clyde Marine Planning Partnership: Seascape/Landscape Assessment of the Firth of Clyde
Argyll and Bute Council: Local Development Plan and supplementary guidance, including the Loch
Fyne Integrated Coastal Zone Management Plan
North Ayrshire: Local Development Plan
The Aquaculture Working Arrangement sets out the respective roles and responsibilities of each of
the statutory consultees in relation to aquaculture planning applications.
Scottish Government: Seaweed Cultivation Policy Statement
Code of Good Practice Chapters for Scottish Finfish Aquaculture.
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Chapter 11: Sport, Recreation and Tourism
The Clyde Moorings Committee, acting under
Deed of Appointment from Crown Estate
Scotland, administers applications for
moorings within the Clydeport area of
jurisdiction. It aims to allocate available

resource equitably, avoiding conflict with
existing activities or structures and
ensuring protection of the marine
environment.
Clyde Marine Region Context
‘Sport, recreation and tourism’ is a broad
Recreational and tourism boats at Ardrossan marina.
sector combining marine and coastal based
sport and recreation, including
accommodation and food and beverage providers. The Clyde Marine Region has deep sheltered
waters and islands, making it an ideal location for sailing and power boating; there are over 5,000
resident and visitor berths/moorings24. The Region is of strategic importance in terms of boating on
the west coast of Scotland. The Crinan Canal and the Forth and Clyde Canal provide connections to
other regions. There are numerous other water sports that take place, including diving, surfing, wind
and kite surfing, kayaking and paddle boarding. Scotland’s National Watersports Centre is located on
the island of Cumbrae. Loch Lomond and The Trossachs National Park is an area of particular focus
for recreational activity. Sea and land based fishing/angling is a long established activity, however,
deterioration in the fish stock profile and changes to legislation has meant there has been a decline
in activity. There are coastal paths and beaches available for sport and recreation which contribute
to the health and wellbeing of local communities and visitors alike. Wildlife watching is becoming
increasingly popular. Associated with all of these activities is the wider tourism offering of the Clyde
Marine Region through accommodation, food and beverage for visitors.
The Region is accessible to both locals and tourists because of its proximity to transport links with
the rest of Scotland’s central belt, two international airports and numerous ferry routes. For many
years people have enjoyed taking a trip ‘doon the watter’ to coastal areas of the Clyde Marine
Region. Greenock is a key port for visiting cruise liners. The Region is therefore popular with visitors
from inside and outside Scotland both as a day trip destination and for longer visits.
For further detail on this sector, see Chapter 6.5 of the Clyde Marine Region Assessment.

Objectives
Objective The Clyde Marine Region provides world class sustainable sport,
SRT 1 recreation and tourism experiences for local people and visitors. The
social benefits, including health and wellbeing, and the economic
benefits generated by this sector are protected and spread across
residents, local communities and beyond.
MEASUREMENT: Marine Scotland data. Marine licence and town and
country planning determination process. Sector information. Health and

24

Clyde Marine Region and Solway Firth combined
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wellbeing surveys.
Objective Ingress to and egress from the sea is improved, along with supporting
SRT 2 infrastructure and facilities.
MEASUREMENT: Infrastructure audits. Sector information.
Objective The increasing use of the Clyde Marine Region for sport, recreation and
SRT3 tourism does not have a significant adverse effect on the natural and
historic/cultural environment on which it depends, nor does it reduce
local socioeconomic wellbeing. Sustainable and responsible use of the
area improves people’s knowledge and enjoyment of the natural
environment, their sense of place and their health & wellbeing.
MEASUREMENT: Monitoring of designated sites.

Policy – Authorisations and consents
Policy SRT 1 The development or renewal of marine-related sport, recreation and
tourism facilities and infrastructure will be supported, particularly those
which:







encourage multiple use by providing hubs for marine sport and
recreation,
are accessible to all, including those with protected
characteristics, and help people to overcome barriers to
participation,
enable people to engage with and/or enhance natural or cultural
heritage,
extend the tourism season and/or diversify the sports, recreation
and tourism offering,
demonstrate a link to transport networks in line with active
travel objectives, or
provide pump out, wash down and waste management facilities
for boat users

Policy SRT 2 Proposals for the introduction, maintenance and improvement of the
network of publicly accessible slipways and shoreside infrastructure,
along with supporting facilities where appropriate, across the Clyde
Marine Region will be supported.
Policy SRT 3 National and international sport, recreational and tourism events for
motorised recreational vessels are supported in the Clyde Marine Region.
Organisers of such events taking place in the Clyde Marine Region must:
 where appropriate, undertake a risk assessment to identify likely
significant impacts on protected areas and species,
 collaborate with and seek advice from relevant authorities, (e.g.
Scottish Natural Heritage) to acquire licences where needed and
to identify and implement appropriate mitigation measures in a
timely manner in advance of any event taking place.
Event organisers should inform the relevant Statutory Harbour Authority
of the nature and details of the event in a timely manner in advance of
the event taking place. They should also consider the requirement for
biosecurity planning/measures in line with Policies NNS 3 and NNS 4.
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Policy – Management
Policy SRT 4 Outreach, education and skills training activities that improve knowledge
and encourage participation in marine sport and recreation and
associated businesses are supported, in particular where they:




target hard to reach groups,
educate users on best practice guidelines for example for marine
wildlife watching, biosecurity planning or litter/waste
management,
encourage collaboration between users and organisations to
develop and use promotional/educational materials.

Policy SRT 5 Organisations operating in the marine sport, recreation and tourism
sector should ensure that staff are adequately trained to comply with
best practice guidelines such as the Marine Wildlife Watching Code and
the Outdoor Access Code and others relating to litter/waste and
biosecurity practices to prevent the spread of non-native species, in line
with Chapters 5, 6 and 7. All wildlife cruise tour operators operating
within the Clyde Marine Region should be WiSe scheme certified25.

25

The WiSe Scheme is a UK national training scheme for minimising disturbance to marine wildlife.
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Map SRT 1 – Marine, Sport and Recreation access points in the Clyde Marine Region.

This map is indicative only.
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Map SRT 2 – Kayak trail, sailing infrastructure and Scottish coastal rowing clubs in the
Clyde Marine Region.

These maps are indicative only. For up-to-date mapping with interactive features, visit National Marine Plan interactive.
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Further information:
The Scottish Marine Tourism Strategy ‘Awakening the Giant’, 2015 is a 5 year strategy for the sector.
Tourism Development Framework for Scotland, 2016, developed by VisitScotland, sets out actions to
assist and promote growth in Scotland’s visitor economy to 2020.
Scottish Marine Recreation and Tourism Survey, 2015 was a national survey commissions by the
Scottish Government to gather information on 23 different recreation and tourism activities taking
place in the marine or coastal environment.
Scottish Natural Heritage: Marine Wildlife Watching Code and Outdoor Access Code
The Green Blue is a joint environment programme created by the Royal Yachting Association and
British Marine.
Crown Estate Scotland operates a licensing system for moorings, read more about this process here.
Clydeport, a Statutory Harbour Authority covering a large part of the Clyde Marine Region produce
the ‘Clyde leisure Navigation Guide’; it is now in its 5th edition.
Long Distance Coastal walks within the Clyde Marine Region: Arran Coastal Way, Ayrshire Coastal
Path, Inverclyde Coastal Path, West Island Way on the Isle of Bute, Clyde Coastal Path, Cowal Way,
Kintyre Way
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Chapter 12: Shipping, Ports, Harbours, Ferries
Harbour authorities in the Clyde Marine
Region are indicated in Map SHIP 1.
Developers needing a marine licence may also
need to obtain a licence from the Statutory
Harbour Authority, for example a Works or
Dredging Licence from Clydeport Operations
Ltd.
Clyde Marine Region Context
This chapter covers developments and
activities associated with vehicle/passenger
ferries, ships, cruise vessels and commercial
Caledonian MacBrayne ferry travelling to Rothesay.
freight operations, along with the ports,
harbours and other infrastructure that support
these activities. It also covers dredging and the disposal of dredged materials.
Ports in the Region have played a significant role in growing the heavy industry and exporting base
of Scotland’s economy. Many of the coastal towns of the Clyde were established and grew on the
back of activity at the ports. Peel Ports Clydeport is the third largest port in Scotland, with almost 16
million tonnes of cargo passing through the port in 2014. Other significant ports in the Clyde Marine
Region, at Troon and Ayr, are operated by Associated British Ports.
The deep water port at Hunterston, which is able to handle modern ships of any size and Finnart oil
terminal in Loch Long, which can accommodate Very Large Crude Carriers and Ultra Large Crude
Carriers are two of the largest facilities. The sector also supports rural and primary industries
through the transfer of bulk cargo such as timber, aggregates and grain. Timberlink operates at
various sites across the Region, supporting the movement of around 100,000 tonnes of timber from
Argyll ports to wood processing plants in Ayrshire26. The Clyde Marine Region also supports
shipments of timber to other parts of Scotland and to export markets. Shipbuilding employs around
3,500 people across three yards – BAE systems in Govan and Scotstoun; and Ferguson Marine
Engineers at Port Glasgow. The number of passengers on cruise services visiting the Clyde Marine
Region has been increasing over the last few years and represents around one quarter of cruise
passengers to Scotland.
Ferries are also vital: over 4.1 million passengers use the various ‘lifeline’ ferry services which
connect communities in the Clyde and provide links to the islands of Arran, Bute and Cumbrae.
For further detail on this sector, see Chapter 6.9 of the Clyde Marine Region Assessment.

Objectives
Objective Continue collaborative efforts to increase the cruise ship market in the
SHIP 1 Clyde Marine Region within environmental limits. Promote the Region
as a tourist destination by supporting sustainable development of the
market for smaller cruise vessels, whilst seeking opportunities for
related socio-economic activity.
MEASUREMENT: Cruise Scotland data.

26

Forestry Commission Scotland website
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Objective Promote the use of ports and harbours in the Clyde Marine Region to
SHIP 2 undertake the construction, servicing and decommissioning of marine
structures, in particular where it supports activities contributing to
climate change mitigation and adaptation.
MEASUREMENT: Use of CMR ports and harbours.
Objective Improve marine connectivity within the Clyde Marine Region and
SHIP 3 beyond, whilst supporting the move to more sustainable transport.
Ensure that any development aligns with the integrated transport
objectives in Local Development Plans.
MEASUREMENT: Increase in number of ferry routes or an increase in their
use; passenger/vehicle utilisation; service resilience; savings in road
equivalent miles; reduction in carbon footprint.
Objective Support maintenance of, and improvements to, bulk freight transport,
SHIP 4 including increased timber export from the Clyde Marine Region.
MEASUREMENT: Increase in Timberlink.
Objective Where capital or maintenance dredging is proposed, explore
SHIP 5 opportunities for associated environmental enhancement.
MEASUREMENT: Marine licence determination process.

Policies – Authorisations and consents
Policy SHIP 1 Applications for development(s) and/or activities encouraging growth of
the cruise market for boats of around 150 m will be supported generally,
where appropriate, and in particular at Dunoon, Rothesay, Helensburgh,
Inveraray, Troon, Brodick, Holy Loch, Irvine and Greenock, where they can
actively demonstrate strong links to supporting sustainable tourism,
including wildlife tourism, in the local area.
Policy SHIP 2 Development in support of the oil and renewables industries, such as
decommissioning of oil rigs or construction, servicing and
decommissioning of renewables, will be supported at Campbeltown,
Greenock, Hunterston, Troon, Ayr and Loch Striven; in particular where
the proposed development can demonstrate a positive impact on
regeneration of local areas.
Policy SHIP 3 The following initiatives will be supported in principle, in particular where
they demonstrate a move to delivering more sustainable transport and
where they are in line with the relevant Local Development Plans:


Ferry or related infrastructure initiatives that improve
connectivity between the Kintyre peninsula and islands with the
rest of the Clyde Marine Region, and/or
 Ferry or related infrastructure initiatives that improve
connectivity between the Kintyre peninsula and Northern Ireland.
Policy SHIP 4 Licence applications to support the maintenance, improvement and/or
expansion of the timber network from Argyll and the islands of the Clyde
Marine Region will be supported.
Policy SHIP 5 Licence applications for capital and maintenance dredging activities will
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be supported where they can demonstrate that consideration has been
given to practicable and cost-effective environmental enhancement
measures, such as beneficial use of dredged material or dredging
methods that retain sediment in the natural system, and how these
enhancements will be delivered where this is practicable. Consideration
of the Best Practicable Environmental Option should incorporate natural
capital considerations, including within cost-benefit analysis.
Policy SHIP 6 Licence applications for infrastructure upgrade(s) related to the powering
of vessels, such as shoreside power facilities, will be supported where the
infrastructure can clearly demonstrate a long-term contribution to the
reduction in greenhouse gas emissions from the Clyde Marine Region.
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Map SHIP 1 – Harbour Authorities and main shipping infrastructure in the Clyde Marine
Region.

These maps are indicative only. For up-to-date mapping with interactive features, visit National Marine Plan interactive.
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Map SHIP 2 – NRIP Sites, Scottish ferry routes, navigational channels and Timberlink
ports in the Clyde Marine Region. Locations relating to policy SHIP 1 and 2 are also
shown.

These maps are indicative only. For up-to-date mapping with interactive features, visit National Marine Plan interactive.
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Map SHIP 3 – Shipping density in the Clyde Marine Region.

These maps are indicative only. For up-to-date mapping with interactive features, visit National Marine Plan interactive.

Further information
Marine information for Clydeport Statutory Harbour Authority
Clyde Leisure Navigation Guide, issued by Peel Ports Clydeport
Notices and information about Piers and Harbours owned and managed by Argyll and Bute Council
Tarbert Harbour Authority
Holy Loch Port
Caledonian Maritime Assets Ltd, for harbours, piers and slipways at Brodick, Lochranza, Rhubodach,
Cumbrae, Largs, Wemyss Bay and Gourock.
The UK Government prepared A Guide to Good Practice on Port Marine Operations alongside the
Port Marine Safety Code 2016.
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Chapter 13: Defence
Clyde Marine Region Context
Ministry of Defence activities in the Clyde
Marine Region are concentrated at Her
Majesty’s Naval Base (HMNB) Clyde at
Faslane, home to the core of the UK
Submarine Service. It is the largest single site
employer in Scotland and supports around
12,000 direct and upstream jobs27. There is
also a Naval Armaments Depot located nearby
at Coulport. The waters in the Clyde Marine
Region are used for training and conducting
naval exercises and by military vessels
including submarines. HMNB Clyde and
Her Majesty’s Naval Base Clyde at Faslane.
Clydeport are both Statutory Harbour
Authorities within Gare Loch, Loch Long and Loch Goil, with overlapping jurisdiction.
For further detail on this sector, see Chapter 6.6 of the Clyde Marine Region Assessment.

Objective and Policy
Objective Support operations of Her Majesty’s Naval Base Clyde as the UK Single
DEF 1 Submarine Operating Base, with due consideration of other marine
users and the marine environment.
MEASUREMENT: Single Submarine Operating Base by 2023.

Policy – Management
Policy DEF 1 Her Majesty’s Naval Base Clyde will integrate increased levels of Ministry
of Defence marine activity in the Clyde Marine Region in line with this
Clyde Regional Marine Plan, ensuring wide engagement with other
marine users.

27

Argyll and Bute Council, 2018
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Map DEF 1 – Military exercise and danger areas in the Clyde Marine Region.

These maps are indicative only. For up-to-date mapping with interactive features, visit National Marine Plan interactive.
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Map DEF 2 – Defence establishments and Her Majesty’s Naval Base Harbour Authority in
the Clyde Marine Region.

These maps are indicative only. For up-to-date mapping with interactive features, visit National Marine Plan interactive.

Further information
Notices and other information for safe navigation in Gare Loch and Loch Long
Ministry of Defence UK Code of Practice on Fishing vessel avoidance and Guidance on Fishing Vessels
Operating in Submarine Exercise Areas.
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Chapter 14: Energy, subsea cables and pipelines
The licensing and regulation for oil and gas
exploration, extraction and decommissioning
is the responsibility of the UK Government,
through the Department of Business, Energy
and Industrial Strategy. The Department’s
environmental regulations relating to
emissions and discharges do not apply in
internal or controlled waters (0-3 nautical
miles) and competence in relation to pollution
matters in these areas rests with the Scottish
Government.
Any deposit, removal or dredging carried out
for the purpose of executing emergency
inspection or repair works to a cable is exempt Scottish and Southern Energy test turbines at Hunterston.
from the marine licensing regime with
approval by Scottish Ministers. Otherwise, cable replacement and new cable installation is subject to
the marine licensing process.
Clyde Marine Region Context
This chapter includes energy generation, transporting oil via pipeline and power and
telecommunication infrastructure/cables.
There has been no extraction of fossil fuels within the Clyde Marine Region to date. While there are
no active commercial offshore wind and marine renewable energy schemes in the Clyde Marine
Region, one tidal option site is located to the south of the Kintyre peninsula. The National Offshore
Wind Turbine Test facility at Hunterston is the UK’s only onshore test facility for offshore wind
turbines. Two coastal sites, at Hunterston and Campbeltown/Machrihanish are identified in the
National Renewables Infrastructure Plan as locations for manufacturing, operation and
maintenance. In addition, Troon, Ayr and Inchgreen in Inverclyde have been identified as potential
support sites for marine renewables, providing operations and maintenance (see MAP 1).
Hunterston B nuclear power station is due to start decommissioning in 2023; its coastal location is
important for access to water from the Clyde for industrial cooling.
Finnart Oil Terminal is a petrochemical transfer facility located on the eastern shore of Loch Long.
The terminal is capable of receiving Very Large Crude Carriers and Ultra Large Crude Carriers. There
are two land-based pipelines that transport crude oil across Scotland to the Grangemouth refinery
and transport the refined products back for export.
Subsea power cables (transmission and telecommunications) are a key component of the Clyde
Marine Region’s enabling infrastructure and are of recognised national and international economic
importance, providing power and broadband connectivity to businesses and households on the
mainland and the islands, as well as further afield.
For further detail on this sector, see Chapter 6.8 of the Clyde Marine Region Assessment.
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Objectives
Objective The Clyde Marine Region enables the reduction in reliance on fossil fuels
ENCA 1 and the increased use of marine wind, wave and tidal renewable energy
sources in line with national Sectoral Marine Plans.
MEASUREMENT: Marine licence applications relating to option sites.
Section 36 applications. Town and country planning determination
process as applicable.
Objective The laying, replacement and maintenance of important subsea cables
ENCA 2 and pipelines is undertaken with due consideration of all marine users.
MEASUREMENT: Marine licence application process. Statutory Harbour
Authority’s Works Licences if installation in Harbour jurisdictions.

Policy – Authorisations and consents
Policy ENCA 1 Development and activities relating to offshore wind and marine
renewable energy development will be supported where:





proposals for commercial scale developments are sited in Plan
Option areas identified through the Sectoral Marine Plan process
(see MAP 1),
due regard has been paid to relevant factors in Regional
Locational Guidance,
connections to shore and National Grid infrastructure have been
considered in line with the relevant Local Development Plan(s),
detailed restoration and maintenance proposals are included.

Policy ENCA 2 The decommissioning of oil and gas infrastructure will be supported in
line with Policy SHIP 2. Proposals for oil and gas exploration and
production are not anticipated in the Clyde Marine Region; however, any
proposal will only be supported where in line with statutory marine and
terrestrial planning policy, environmental regulations and industry best
practice.
Policy ENCA The laying, replacement and maintenance of communication and power
3 cables and any oil and gas pipelines is supported where:




proposed land fall is in line with the relevant Local Development
Plan(s),
existing routes and landing points are used where practicable,
a Fishing Mitigation Action Plan, considering all legitimate sea
users, is completed.
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Map ENCA 1 – Energy infrastructure and NRIP sites within the Clyde Marine Region.

These maps are indicative only. For up-to-date mapping with interactive features, visit National Marine Plan interactive.

Further information
Draft Regional Locational Guidance and Initial Plan Frameworks are available for marine renewable
energy in Scottish waters.
The Marine Licensing (Exempted Activities) (Scottish Offshore Region) Order 2011 (Amended 2012)
European Subsea Cables Association (ESCA) guidelines. The ESCA supports a project, KIS-ORCA
(Kingfisher Information Services Offshore Renewables and Cable Awareness), to increase cable
awareness and aims to improve cable safety by providing freely available charts and emergency
procedures.
The Renewables Action Plan identified key actions required to achieve national objectives and led to
the development of the National Renewables Infrastructure Plan.
The Fishing Liaison with Offshore Wind and Wet Renewables Group (FLOWW) provide Best Practice
Guidance for Offshore Renewables Developments.
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Chapter 15: Marine aggregates
Crown Estate Scotland manages mineral rights
to the seabed out to the edge of the
continental shelf. Marine aggregate removal is
regulated by the Marine Scotland Licensing
Operations Team.
Clyde Marine Region Context
Marine aggregates are naturally occurring
sand, gravel or crushed rock used in
construction, principally as a component of
concrete, or for land reclamation and coastal
defence. Minerals are also found formed as
nodules or crystals.
Halite.
The British Geological Survey maps these
mineral resources on behalf of The Crown Estate Scotland (see MAP AGG 1), however, as this
information is desk-based, verification on site would be required to establish any potential for
extraction. The Clyde Marine Region has limited aggregate resources; manganese nodules are
known to exist in the sea lochs and halite, or salt rock, is expected to be present in the North
Channel and into the Clyde Marine Region. There is presently no demand for extraction of
aggregates in the Clyde Marine Region. Significant technological and economic changes may lead to
a demand in future.

Objective
Objective Safeguard marine aggregate resources in the Clyde Marine Region and
AGG 1 ensure any future exploitation is in line with regulations, in particular
regarding potential environmental impact.
MEASUREMENT: marine licence determination process.

Policy – Authorisations and consents
Policy AGG 1 Extraction of marine aggregates will only be supported where the licence
application:



provides a description of the alternatives that have been
considered such as alternative sources or materials, including
dredged material,
can demonstrate that marine aggregate extraction is an essential
part of the proposed project,

Where an Environmental Impact Assessment is required, it should include
an assessment of the physical effects of the operation, including any
implications for coastal sediment dynamics.
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Map AGG 1 – Metallic mineral resources, sand gravel resources, evaporite (halite)
resources in the Clyde Marine Region.

These maps are indicative only. For up-to-date mapping with interactive features, visit National Marine Plan interactive.

Further information
Marine aggregates information centre
The Environmental Impact Assessment and Natural Habitats (Extraction of Minerals by Marine
Dredging) (Scotland) Regulations 2007
Sector analysis for aggregate and mineral extraction within A Strategy for Scotland’s Coast and
Inshore Waters (Section 8.1)

Clyd e R eg ion a l Mar in e P lan Pr e -con su lta ti on Dr aft | 7 8

Annex 1 – Guidelines on national and regional authorisations,
consents and assessments
Disclaimer: this list is provided for guidance purposes only and is not a full interpretation of any
legislation. It is the responsibility of the applicant to ensure that any application is in full accordance
with all relevant legislation.
Consent/Assessment

Competent
Authority

Further information

Planning Permission

Planning
Authority

For a full list of the planning authorities in the Clyde Marine
Region, see page 13 of this Plan.
28

Applies to terrestrial planning and finfish and shellfish
aquaculture (excl. seaweed cultivation and harvesting).
Works Licence

28

Statutory
Harbour
Authority

Any works which are to be carried out within harbour or port
limits may require a works licence. Developers should contact
the relevant Harbour Authority. Peel Ports Clydeport is the
Harbour Authority responsible for much of the CMR from
Glasgow, in the sealochs (except Gare Loch and Loch Long) and
out to Arran. The Queen’s Harbour Master has jurisdiction in
Gare Loch, Loch Long and Loch Goil (Ministry of Defence
facilities). ABP Ports are responsible for Troon and Ayr
harbours. Caledonian Maritime Assets Ltd own
harbours/slipways at Brodick, Lochranza, Rhubodach,
Cumbrae, Largs, Wemyss Bay, and Gourock. Argyll & Bute
Council own Campbeltown Harbour, Carradale Harbour,
Dunoon Pier and Rothesay Harbour within the CMR. There are
also Tarbert Harbour Authority and Holy Loch Port.

Terrestrial planning is land to Mean Low Water Springs, Marine is sea to Mean High Water Springs
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Consent/Assessment

Competent
Authority

Further information

Marine Licence (including Pre-Application
consultation where applicable)

Marine
Scotland
(Licensing
Operations
Team)

Certain activities require a marine licence before they can be
carried out. These activities include the deposit or removal of
substances and objects in the sea, construction works and
dredging, placement of moorings, certain discharges from
vessels and navigational lighting, amongst other things. Certain
activities, usually large projects, are also required to carry out a
public pre-application consultation, enabling local communities
and other interested parties to comment on a project at an
early stage. For further information about marine licensing in
Scotland, visit
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Licensing/marine.

Seabed Lease Agreement, Licences and
Consents

Crown Estate
Scotland

Mooring Licence

Clyde
Moorings
Committee
within
Clydeport
Statutory
Harbour
Authority
jurisdiction

Crown Estate Scotland manages activities and developments
that use the foreshore and seabed by issuing leases, licences
and consents. For further information, visit
https://www.crownestatescotland.com/what-wedo/marine/asset/marine-works.
Three different mooring licences are used: individual,
commercial and associations. For further information, visit
https://www.crownestatescotland.com/what-wedo/coastal/asset/marine-leisure.

Controlled Activity Regulations (CAR)
registration or licence

Scottish
Environment
Protection
Agency

Any activity which may affect Scotland’s water environment
may require an authorisation (registration or licence) to
proceed. Applies to terrestrial and marine areas. For further
information, visit https://www.sepa.org.uk/regulations/water/.

Environmental Impact Assessment

Planning
Authorities

It is a matter for the competent authorities noted to consider
whether a proposed development requires EIA. To request a
screening opinion, developers should contact the relevant
competent authority. Environmental Impact Assessments are
required for finfish farms and can sometimes be required for
shellfish farms. For further information, visit

Marine
Scotland
DECC
(reserved
matters)
Habitats Regulations Appraisal, and where
necessary Appropriate Assessment

Planning
Authorities
Marine
Scotland
Scottish
Environmental
Protection
Agency (CAR)
Department
of Energy and
Climate
Change
(reserved
matters)

Natura sites are a network of protected areas that stretches
across Europe. All competent authorities must consider
whether any plan or project will have a ‘likely significant effect’
on a Natura site. If so, they must carry out an Appropriate
Assessment. For further information, visit
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/planning-anddevelopment/environmental-assessment/habitats-regulationsappraisal-hra.
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Consent/Assessment

Competent
Authority

Further information

Marine European Protected Species licence

Commercial
activities –
Marine
Scotland

Certain marine species are under strict protection - whales,
dolphins and porpoises as well as marine turtles, the Atlantic
sturgeon and otter (additional protections also apply to their
holts or other breeding sites or resting place).
For further information, visit
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/safeguardingprotected-areas-and-species/licensing/species-licensing-zguide.

Scientific
research or
conservation
– Scottish
Natural
Heritage
Nationally protected species licence

Scottish
Natural
Heritage

Seal Licence

Marine
Scotland (Seal
Licensing
Team)

Authorisation to operate an Aquaculture
Production Business

Marine
Scotland
Science Fish
Health
Inspectorate

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended):
It is an offence (subject to exceptions) to intentionally (or
recklessly) kill, injure or take any wild animal listed on Schedule
5 of the Act – this includes basking shark and fan mussel.
It is an offence to intentionally kill, injure or take any wild bird;
take, damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird while in use
or being built or to take or destroy an egg of any wild bird.
For further information, visit
https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/safeguardingprotected-areas-and-species/licensing/species-licensing-zguide.
It is an offence to kill, injure or take a seal at any time of year,
except to alleviate suffering or where licensed to do so. Marine
Scotland issues relevant licences and regular reporting is
required. For further information, visit
https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/marine/Licensing/SealLicensing.
Authorisations are issued to businesses which rear, keep or
cultivate aquaculture animals subject to certain conditions
designed to ensure the animals are healthy, including through
the prevention and control of certain diseases. For further
information, visit https://www2.gov.scot/Topics/marine/FishShellfish/FHI/authorisation/apb.
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Glossary
Activities

Include public use, such as navigation, use that requires statutory
consent or any legitimate use that is not specifically addressed by a
public right.

Aquaculture

The breeding, rearing or keeping of fish or shellfish (including sea
urchins, crustaceans and molluscs), as defined by the Town and
Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 in Section 26.

Best Practicable
Environmental Option

Part of the Environmental Protection Act 1990 and is a key principle
for reducing pollution from industrial and other processes and
improving waste management.

Biodiversity Net Gain

When development leaves biodiversity in a better state than
before.

Biosecurity

Procedures or measures to prevent damage caused by biological or
biochemical substances.

Brownfield site

Often a site that has previously been developed and has the
potential to be redeveloped.

Carbon sinks

Natural resources that absorb and store more carbon than the
release, such as seaweed and maerl.

Circular economy

An alternative concept to the traditional linear economy (make,
use, dispose) that aims to use resources for as long as possible and
to recover and regenerate them once they reach the end of their
life.

Climate change adaptation

Adapting to the effects of climate change.

Climate change mitigation

Reducing our contribution to climate change.

Coastal Character

Process of identifying and describing Scotland’s diverse coastline.
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Assessment
Controlled Site

An area around wrecked military vessels protected by the Ministry
of Defence (MOD) through the Protection of Military Remains Act
1986 (as amended). Controlled Sites are specified in the Protection
of Military Remains Act 1986 (Designation of Vessels and Controlled
Sites) Order 2012. A licence is required from the MOD to access or
disturb the area in any way.

Design statement

An explanation for the chosen design solution for a development
and why it’s the most suitable option.

Developments

Construction that requires statutory consent from a competent
authority.

Dredging

Removing materials from the seabed for a range of reasons like
clearing channels for navigation and extracting marine aggregates.

Ecosystem approach

A strategy for the integrated management of land, water and living
resources that promotes conservation and sustainable use of
natural resources in an equitable way.

Environmental Impact
Assessment

An assessment to identify the environmental impacts of a
development.

EU Habitats Directive

Adopted in 1992 to protect rare, threatened or endemic species
found throughout the European Union,

EU Marine Strategy
Framework Directive

Adopted in 2008 to improve the protection of European marine
environments.

EU Water Framework
Directive

Adopted in 2000 and sets the objectives for the future of water
protection throughout the EU.

European Protected Specie

Animal or plant species that are protected through the Habitats
Directive.

Flood Risk Management Plan

Identify flood risks from rivers, the sea, surface water, groundwater
and reservoirs, and how risk management authorities will
collaborate with communities to manage flood risk.

Good Environmental Status
(GES)

Defined by the EU Marine Strategy Framework Directive as the
environmental status of marine waters that provide clean, healthy
and productive ecologically diverse and dynamic oceans and seas.

Greenhouse gases

Gases that absorb infrared radiation and contribute to the
greenhouse effect. Carbon dioxide and chlorofluorocarbons are
examples of greenhouse gases.

Historic Environment Record

Information service that provides access to resources relating to
local archaeological sites and finds, historic buildings and historic
landscapes in a defined geographic area.

Historic Marine Protected
Area

Areas with important Scottish marine heritage assets such as
remains of ships and aircrafts lost at sea, harbours, lighthouses and
other structures relating to transport and trade by sea, and remains
of human settlements at the coastal fringe.

Inshore waters

Waters within 12 nautical miles of the coast.

Integrated Green Grey

Greening the greyest parts of our towns, cities or coasts that must
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Infrastructure

remain largely grey for their primary function.

Intertidal

Coastal area between the mean high water level and the mean low
water level.

Invasive non-native species

Non-native species that threaten biodiversity and/or cause
damage.

Landscape

The European landscape convention defines landscape as an area,
as perceived by people, whose character is the result of the action
and interaction natural and/or human factors. It is an expanse of
scenery and objects which can be seen in a single view.

Land/sea interactions

The interaction between the use of land and the sea, including the
impacts from terrestrial and marine activities. Integrating these
interactions is an important part of coastal management and spatial
planning.

Local Development Plan
(LDP)

Developed by local planning authorities to assign development sites
and sites to be protected. LDPs are required for each Scottish
council area.

Local Landscape Area (LLA)

A designation to protect a landscape from inappropriate
development.

Local Nature Reserve (LNR)

A protected area because of its special natural interest and/or
educational value. Sites of Special Scientific Interest and/or Natura
sites may be found within LNRs.

Managed realignment

A tool to reduce coastal flooding and erosion by deliberately
changing flood defences to allow flooding of a defended area.

Marine aggregates

Naturally occurring sand, gravel or crushed rock, including minerals
formed as nodules or crystals, used in construction. Key component
of concrete.

Marine licence

A licence for a ‘licensable marine activity’ as set out in Part 4 of the
Marine (Scotland) Act 2010.

Marine Litter Strategy for
Scotland

National measures to minimise the amount of litter entering the
Scottish marine and coastal environment.

Marine Protected Area
(MPA)

A tool to safeguard areas of the marine environment, support its
sustainable use and ensure it remains healthy and productive.

Marine Spatial Plan (MSP)

The Department of Environment, Food and Rural Affairs defines an
MSP as a strategic plan for regulating, managing and protecting the
marine environment that addresses the multiple, cumulative and
potentially conflicting uses of the sea.

Marine Strategy Regulations
2010

The EU Marine Strategy Framework Directive transposed into UK
legislation.

Mean High Water Springs

On average, the highest water level that spring tides reach.

Mean Low Water Springs

On average, the lowest water level that spring tides reach.

Maximum Sustainable Yield

The maximum long-term average yield which can be sustained for a
stock under normal exploitation patterns.

National Marine Plan (NMP)

The NMP sets out the national framework for the management of
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the Scottish marine environment.
National Marine Plan
interactive (NMPi)

National Marine Plan interactive is an online, interactive tool
developed by Marine Scotland to support marine planning.

National Scenic Area (NSA)

An area of outstanding scenic value in a national context.

Natural capital

Natural assets, including rivers, oceans, forests, minerals, soil, air
and all living things.

Nautical miles

Unit of length used in marine navigation where one nautical mile is
equal to 1.15 statute miles and 1.85 kilometres.

Non-native species

Species that have been intentionally or unintentionally introduced
outside of their native range as a consequence to human activity.

Ocean acidification

Significant changes in the chemistry of the ocean when carbon
dioxide gas is absorbed by the ocean and reacts with seawater to
produce acid.

Precautionary principle

Relates to risk management whereby decision-making authorities
must act cautiously to avoid serious or irreversible damage to the
environment or human health in situations where the scientific
evidence is not certain.

Pre-production pellets
(nurdles)

Raw plastic before it has been made into an end use item such as a
plastic bag, bottle or toy.

Priority Marine Feature
(PMF)

Prioritised marine habitats and species considered to be of national
conservation importance.

Protected characteristics

Characteristics protected through the Equality Act 2010. These
include age, disability, gender reassignment, marriage and civil
partnership, pregnancy and maternity, race, religion or belief, sex,
and sexual orientation.

Protected Place

The site of a military aircraft which crashed in service and certain
military vessels protected by the Ministry of Defence through the
Protection of Military Remains Act 1986 (as amended). Protected
Places are specified in the Protection of Military Remains Act 1986
(Designation of Vessels and Controlled Sites) Order 2012.

Quality of life

The standard of health, comfort and happiness experienced by an
individual or group.

Ramsar site

A wetland designated to be of international importance to sustain
biodiversity under the Ramsar convention.

River Basin Management
Plan

Identify how stakeholders will work together to improve the water
environment including rivers, lakes, estuaries, coasts and
groundwater.

Scheduled Monument

A historic building or site that is protected against unauthorised
change.

Scottish Environment
Protection Agency

Scotland’s principal environmental regulator, protecting and
improving Scotland’s environment.

Seascape

An area as perceived by people, from land, sea, or air, where the
sea is a key element of the physical environment.
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Seascape Landscape Visual
Impact Assessment

Assessment to identify the effects of a development on views and
visual amenities.

Sectoral interactions

The interaction between two or more economic sectors.

Sediment dynamics

The formation, distribution and movement of sediments, including
erosion and accretion.

Shoreline Management Plan

Identify sustainable long-term coastal policies to reduce risks to
people, property and the historic and natural environment.

Site of Special Scientific
Interest (SSSI)

Conservation designation for a nationally protected area containing
biological or geological features of special interest.

Soft engineering

Use of the natural environment to help reduce coastal erosion and
river flooding.

Special Protected Area (SPA)

Protected sites classified according to the EC Birds Directive. SPAs
are important habitats for rare and migratory birds within the EU.

Special Qualities

The characteristics that make a designation special. Characteristics
can include landscape and views, geology and geography,
biodiversity and rare species, and archaeology and history.

Strategic Development Plan
(SDP)

Required by the four largest city regions. Clydeplan is preparing and
maintaining the SDP for the Glasgow City Region.

Strategic Environmental
Assessment (SEA)

The assessment of plans, programmes and strategies to identify,
report and propose mitigation measures, and monitor
environmental their environmental impacts.

Sustainable development

Development that meets the needs of the present without
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own
needs.

Terrestrial planning

Refers to all elements of the land use planning system, such as the
National Planning Framework, local development plans and land
use plans.

UK Marine Policy Statement

Framework for preparing Marine Plans and taking decisions
affecting the marine environment.

Wellbeing

The state of being comfortable, healthy or happy,

Wild Land Area (WLA)

Nationally important (not a statutory designation) areas of the
most extensive areas of high wildness.

Clyd e R eg ion a l Mar in e P lan Pr e -con su lta ti on Dr aft | 8 6

Clyde Marine Planning Partnership
Caspian House
2 Mariner Court
Clydebank Business Park
Clydebank
G42 2NR

www.clydemarineplan.scot

