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Wester Ross

Land of glaciated 
mountains, lochs and 
short, swiftly flowing 
salmon rivers . . . 



Picture by Ben Rushbrooke Torridon and Liathach by Lulu Strader, Sept 2010
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ǿƛǘƘ ΨƴŜŀǊ ǇǊƛǎǘƛƴŜΩ ƻƭƛƎƻǘǊƻǇƘƛŎ ƭƻŎƘǎ

Loch Maree . . . . 



Fionn Loch from Beinn Airigh charr
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Melvaig and Alltgrishan

Melvaig and Alltgrishan in 2004



The overall Purpose
of the Wester Ross 
Fisheries Trust is:

To maximise and 
sustain the natural 
productivity of wild 
salmonid fisheries in 
the rivers and lochs 

of Wester Ross. 





Pictish stone depicting salmon and sea eagle in 
Gairloch Museum and found nearby

Wild salmon are still important to people in Wester 
wƻǎǎΥ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀƴ ŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ΨƪŜȅǎǘƻƴŜΩ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΚ
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Ghillie, Ray Dingwall, 
with 17lb salmon 
caught by Gavin 

Ramsay in the River 
Ewe, 24 May 2007





Gruinard River, late November . . . 



watching cock salmon fighting at spawning time



Wild salmon are an important food source for other wildlife

Otter kill, Shee Water

(Andrew Harwood) Andrew Harwood



Otter kill, Shee Water, 2001

(Andrew Harwood)



Salmon also bring back marine 
nutrients from the ocean . . . 



In the past, many more 
salmon returned to 
Scottish rivers from the 
sea each year.

How much marine 
nutrient was 
transferred to 
terrestrial ecosystems 
in Scotland in the past?



Picture by Ben Rushbrooke

In North America adult Pacific salmon return to 
spawning streams in the forests of Alaska, British 
Columbia, Washington, Oregon . . . . 
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. . . providing food for wildlife and 
nutrients for riparian forest soils . . . 



photos by Amy Gulick

"éwhat if I told you that the trees are here, 

in part, because of salmon? That the trees 

that shelter and feed the fish, that help 

build the fish, are themselves built by the 

fish?"

-- Carl Safina, essayist for Salmon in 

the Trees



The Island of Longa (Loch Gairloch) is enriched with 
nutrients from nesting sea birds and provides good winter 
grazing for sheep.


