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Ç Introduction to MCS in Scotland

ÇWhat is Seasearch?

ÇHow Seasearch can help

ÇScottish examples

ÇNext steps

Overview



The UK charity dedicated to protecting our 

seas, shores and marine wildlife.

1983 MCS is born

2000 MCS Scottish Office established

2002 MCS launch shared vision in Edinburgh

2005 MCS chair Scottish Marine Bill campaign

2008 MCS 25 Years Old

2009 MCS Your Seas Your Voice project launched

2010 Marine (Scotland) Act secured

Introduction to MCS in Scotland
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What is Seasearch?



Supported and co-ordinated by:

Partnership project



£700m aquaculture sector

© SNH

60% of UK fish landings

6000 fishermen

Wildlife tourism 

£57m per year

UK oil & gas 

£21 billion in 2001

62% of Scottish 

industry is less 

than 10km from 

coast

© SNH

124 million tonnes 

freight per year 

transported by sea

© SNH

Langoustine fishery 

£50m a year

© Sue Scott



© Howard Wood

Maerl beds



Flameshell reefs

© Sue Scott



Coral and sponge communities

© Paul Kay



Kelp forests



Recording at 3 levels of detail

Seasearch Surveyor

2-day course

Seasearch Observer

1-day course

Seasearch Specialist
ID and techniques courses

Introduction to Seasearch



Recording seabed habitats and species



Sample Completed Observation Form



Many resources available

Slates and pencils

Promotional and training video

Identification guide for Sussex
(relevant more broadly than Sussex)

Anemones and corals guide 

General species guide



Local Coordination 2010

Scotland

Calum Duncan (MCS)

West ïOwen Paisley (MCS)

North ïChris Rickard (MCS)

England

Northern Ireland

Wales

Isle of Man

Republic of Ireland
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=Seasearch dives

=Survey Courses

=Observation Courses

=Seasearch Expeditions
¸

¸

> 50 trips

> 30 courses

> 300 divers

> 2,000 records
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Seasearch Scotland 2000-2010



Seasearch Scotland 2010

197 Seasearch Observation forms 

111 Seasearch Survey forms

5 Sea fan forms

1 Crayfish form

TOTAL = 314 and counting



Use of the data

Çwww.searchnbn.net

ÇRegulatory advice on fish-farms

Ç Loch Torridon dive guide

ÇSSMEI Clyde, Shetland and Sound of Mull

Ç Important species and habitats records

ÇPlugged knowledge gaps

Ç Informing Your Seas Your Voice sites



People
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How Seasearch can help



ÇFramework for understanding the sea

ÇóWeôre committed!ô

ÇCommunity stewardship

ÇCommunity empowerment

How Seasearch can help

üAberdeenshire

üFirth of Lorn

üLoch Shira

üIsle of Arran

üLuce Bay



Aberdeenshire

>150 new records in 

three years

Marion Harrald



Firth of Lorn sea fan surveys



Firth of Lorn sea fan surveys



Loch Shira



Loch Shira



©  Howard Wood

Isle of Arran ïC.O.A.S.T.



C.O.A.S.T. Timeline

2003 - Seasearch Observer Training (8)

- 21 sites surveyed in Lamlash Bay

2004 ï42 sites (Lamlash & Whiting Bays)

2005 ï28 sites (18 Arran, 10 St Kilda, Skye)

2006ïSurveyor training, Tarbert

>2006 - 20 sites in Firth of Clyde

2010 ïSurveyor training, Eyemouth

Isle of Arran ïC.O.A.S.T.



Dedication!



C.O.A.S.T. Summary

Key: 2003-2005 (81)

>2006 (S ï20)É

Davie Butcher



Maerl Beds
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