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Firth of Clyde Forum Area



UK  Biodiversity Action Plan target of having 
management plans in place on major estuaries.

1992: Earth Summit  Biodiversity agreements.

Forum History

1993/4: Strathclyde Regional Council: set up 
the Clyde Estuary Forum, the beginning of 
integrated coastal     zone management for the 
Clyde

1998: Clyde Estuary Forum is taken under the 

banner of SNH’s Firth’s initiative

2000:  Firth of Clyde Forum’s Integrated 

Management Strategy and Action Plan 

published.



To promote integrated, sustainable 

management of the Firth of Clyde’s 

environmental, economic and community 

resources.

Integrated Coastal Zone Management 

ICZM



A voluntary partnership to care for the Clyde: its 
environment, its people and its visitors

www.clydeforum.org

Environment

Communities

Infrastructure

Economy

Clyde@clydeforum.org

The Firth of Clyde Forum



Firth of Clyde Forum 

Partnership



– Website:  www.clydeforum.org

– Newsletter:  Clyde Breakers

– Annual conference

– Information events

– Advice/liaison/networking

Forum Membership

Isle of Cumbrae

http://www.clydeforum.org/






‘Facing up to the Clyde’s Climate Future’

Aquaculture and the Firth of Clyde’

– Inverary

Information Events



Kintyre Marine Awareness Weekend-Firth of Clyde Forum and 

Argyll and Bute Beach Forum 



Scottish Sustainable Marine 
Environment Initiative

Instigated by the Scottish 
Government in 2002

Pilot Project areas:

– Shetland
– Sound of Mull
– Clyde Pilot

– Berwickshire

Testing new approaches to 
sustainable management of 

Scotland’s seas 
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Sectoral Groups included:

Representatives from each of the following 
sectors

• Environment

• Fisheries

• Aquaculture

• Recreation

• Tourism

• Energy

• Shipping and Transport

• Waste treatment



Renewable 

Energy

Subsea 

cables & 

pipelines 

Inshore 

Fisheries
Aquaculture

Shipping & 

Transport

Ports & 

Harbours
Tourism

Renewable Energy
Competition Competition Neutral Conflict Competition Competition

Subsea cables & 

pipelines Neutral Competition Neutral Neutral Competition Neutral

Inshore fisheries
Neutral Neutral Competition Neutral

Aquaculture
Neutral Incompatible Competition Neutral Neutral

Shipping & transport
Competition Competition Neutral Positive Competition

Simplified (perceived) interaction matrix

An example of some sectors examined within the matrix

• Sectors were divided into subsectors (not shown here) 

• Interactions classified as either:

Positive – beneficial for both parties

Competition – both parties can use the same space

Conflict – conflict of interests for both parties to use the same space.





BGS DatasetSeazone Dataset

Data issues…….



No. Policy Proposal Potential 
Partners

Target 
Delivery

1 ENV1 Develop a strategy for the coordinated 
gathering and recording of data in the 
Firth of Clyde

FoCF
SNH
SEPA
Marine 
Scotland

2011

5 ENV4 Develop a suite of pressure/ sensitivity 
indicators

SNH
SEPA
Marine 
Scotland

2011

8 ENV10 Carry out a seascape/landscape analysis 
of the Firth of Clyde

SNH
Planning 
Authorities

2011

10 ENV11 Develop a coordinated marine litter 
strategy for the Firth of Clyde

FoCF
SNH
SEPA
Local 
Authorities
Marine 
Scotland

2014

Policies arising from M.S.P.



Thank you



Ailsa Caig



Hnterston Power Station

Faslane Naval

Base


