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ñIf a path to the 

better there be, it 

begins with a full 

look at the worstò

Thomas Hardy, 

1840-1928



This was once an important fishing method in the Firth of 

Clyde for catching cod, skates and other bottom fish



Basking shark, Scotland, 1776





Seine nets Steam powered
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Ballantrae Banks herring fishery





The area 
within this line 
was closed to 
steam trawlers 
from 1889



Total landings of herring, Firth of Clyde

Midwater pair 

trawls 

introduced



The outer area 
was reopened 
from 1964



Landings of saithe, Firth of Clyde

Midwater 

pair trawls 

introduced
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Landings of scallops, Firth of Clyde



Landings of Nephrops prawns, Firth 

of Clyde





Nephrops norvegicusPhoto: www.habitas.org.uk

Sustainability of what?
Marine ecosystems, and fisheries, are increasingly 
ŘƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ƘŀƴŘŦǳƭ ƻŦ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΧ





CǊƻƳ ǇƭŜƴǘȅΧ

Χǘƻ ǎƘƻǊǘŀƎŜ



éto minifauna

From megafaunaé



From complexityé

Χǘƻ simplicity



From beautyé

éto poverty


