
The Wildlife Trusts

North Sea MPA Advocacy

Building MPAs …………..from the bottom up



North Sea - Marine Protected Area Project

Aims to:
See the establishment of an ecologically

coherent network of Marine Protected 

Areas within the waters of the UK North 

Sea by 2012 and to inspire people

about the North Seas marine 

wildlife.



Regional Advocacy 

Six Regional MPA officers



Net Gain – MCZ Process

 Largest Area – 113,000 km2

 Split into four regions

 North East

 Yorkshire and Humber 

 Lincolnshire

 East of England

 Stakeholder Advisory Panel to bring together 

the outputs from all four hubs.



TWT Role 

• To promote marine wildlife

• To promote the benefits of MPAs

• To act as watch dogs over the MPA process

• To offer advise/support to the MCZ project teams

• To encourage other stakeholders to get involved 

• To liaise regularly with our sector

• To channel data into the project



Our Strengths

 Local, Regional and National focus

 47 Local Wildlife Trusts

 Almost 800,000 members

 Thousands of active volunteers

 Coastal Nature Reserves

 National Marine Week

 High profile supporters



The Challenges

Complex concept 

Continuous policy 
changes occurring 

Limited marine 
staff/expertise in the 
area

Continuous MCZ 
project delays 
complications

Few existing marine organisations in 
the area

Very limited/old data 
available

Few marine centres

Different messages given to 
different stakeholders

Heavily impacted marine 
environment

Marine environment difficult 
to engage with

Harsh North Sea conditions 
– difficult to inspire 
people

Apprehension about the ‘unknown’ 

Concept of ‘how this 
affects me?’

Deprived 
communities

Understanding issues – why 
now?



Addressing the challenges…….

Inspiring People……….……



Local level advocacy
Public awareness through events



Local level advocacy
Public awareness through events



Local level advocacy
Public awareness through surveys



Local level advocacy
Public awareness through surveys



Local level advocacy
Public awareness through working with communities



Local level advocacy
Public awareness through working with communities



Local level advocacy
Public awareness through working with sea users



Kirsten Smith,

North Sea Marine Advocacy Manager

kirsten.smith@ywt.org.uk

(01904) 659570

www.northseawildlife.org.uk

mailto:kirsten.smith@ywt.org.uk

